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On My Feet Again 
Pratt of Hudson Talks 
42 Buying Really Starts 
Trust, Not Truck 


By 
Chris Sinsabaugh 











NOW FALL baying Bes really start- 


udson, left, tells 
the column conductor. 


EHOSPITALIZED and no long- 


er bedridden, I creaked down 
to the office last Monday and ac- 
tually went to work. No longer 
did I have to depend on the tele- 


| phone to keep the column going— 


I'm getting my facts in person now. 
So I selected for my first victim 
George Pratt, Hudson’s sales chief, 


Its 1942 Models 


Drops Wholesale System 
After OPA Points Out 
Resulting Problems 


On Labor Front 


Minimum wage scale 

ee a ree 
Automotive Washington ........ 
Supplier strike slows output.... 10 


DETROIT. — Changing its 


wholesale - price system for] ~ 


1942 models at the request of 
Office of Price Administra- 
tion, Chrysler Corp. past 
week issued factory retail prices 
on all its lines. The earlier policy, 
whereby dealers set their own re- 
tail prices, had resulted in difficul- 
ties because of the new installment 


Jan. Car Output Cut 51%; 
204,848 Limit for Month 
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Six-Month Slash 
Averages 36.37% 


Stiffer Reduction in Offing; 
Decision Due Soon on 
Bright Work Ban 


On Dealer Front 


Sales trends Page 
SH VATIOUS CITED ooccccccccccds 

Parts committee set up......... 2 

Chicago used car stocks rise.... 12 


By Pete Wemhoff 
Managing Editor 


DETROIT.—Leon Hender- 


buying restrictions and had a son, OPM’s automotive di- 
about differences in price on the : } 
same car in the same city. Fuse cutuy Banh tiem |S Oee last week named a 


The new prices do not include 
federal taxes (7 percent); state or 


“BIG THREE” presidents joked with Leon Henderson, federal Ee chief, 
preceding the Economics Club luncheon in Detroit last week, attended by 1 500 
rsons. At the luncheon, Henderson warned that non-defense production has 


limit of 204,848 cars for Jan- 
uary—the same maximum set 


local taxes, if any; —, equip- on pitrikes. on at.” iat te ” ~ are Edsel weed, poemtent Sf, Feed Motor for December but 51.1 percent 
° -3_K. T. » president o rysler .; Henderson, and C. E. son, 
— ae = se president of Genera Motors. See story on page 15; “Word in Edgewise,”’ page 4. under the previous January. The 


transportation, handling or deliv- 
ery charges. Following are the 
new prices released last week by 
Chrysler Corp.: 

CHRYSLER — Royal — Four-door 
sedan $1177; 2-door sedan $1154; 
town sedan $1222; 7-pass. sedan 





All 1942 Prices 


Complete compilation of 1942- 
model prices (factory delivered 
prices including federal taxes, 





Sponsors Gratified: 


Baltimore, Buffalo, Rochester 
Dealer Shows Boost Car Sales 


DETROIT.—With heartening re-| pects were 


sults, sales stimulus was applied to 
1942 models at three dealer-spon- 


in the higher-priced 
car fields, it was announced. 


Following is a roundup of the 


reduction will hit the “Big Three” 
by an average of 55 percent, while 
the independent makers’ quotas 
range from a cut of 20 percent to 
an increase of 28 percent, due to 
seasonal fluctuations. 

The January curtailment, less 
severe than expected, will give the 


January Quotas 


. Jan. Pet. Re- 
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General Motors 
who has been running hither and/|| standard equipment, condition- || sored automobile shows in Balti-| three shows of the past week: Chevrolet. ...-..... 5.180 104,079 56.6 
] Yon BFOUNG the COUT y Cee huss || img and handling charges; dis- || more, Buffalo and Rochester, N.Y. s+ Ponting “2002002022, 14:88 28828 48.2 
his new models came out last Aug-|/ tribution and delivery charges, during the past week. While at- Balti C ds U aa 11.753 25.978 54.8 
ust. In fact, it was a sort of so-|]| state and local taxes extra) will tendance was off in two of the ex-| @ timore Crow P Cadillac See grote me 54.9 
oe Se = es Se Se Nees en ee Se ey ositions, dealers were more than 25%, Sales Good wg alll F P : 
at the factory. His travels have|| issue. Pp , : Chrysler Corp. 
taken him to 26 distributor points gratified with the public’s response BALTIMORE.— With heavy sales| Plymouth ......... 8.186 56.138 on 
| already and after I got through| $1535; limousine $1605; club coupe|@nd reported exceptional sales| reported in the medium and low-| (AWA orsr:-:-::"": "eo98  ig'ig7 66:9 
| with him he grabbed a ham sand- 68: $1075. Windsor—Four- | prospects. priced car fields, attendance at/ De ‘Soto .......... 4.196 9,883 55.3 
: : $1168; coupe 4 ; Baltimore’s annual automobile| Total Chrysler... 47,271 107,354 56.0 
pone: Menge yo ps oe Po oa oe ee Se sedan} The current week witnesses @| show last week topped last year| Ford Motor 
—- — . = oF eins eae - $1220; town sedan egg a - dealer-sponsored show, with'Come-|by about 25 percent, it is an- Ford pRsaavesusonss $2,907 o9.067 an. 
| his a hehecuntiie territory dan a Se ae rs dian Bob Hope as headliner, in the} nounced by John E. Raine, man-|rincolmzephyr || 1276 2°400 568 
i 2 ; $1420: a dae Seam aioe Civic Auditorium in San Francisco. Se Trade Assn. of| Total Ford ........ 38,009 82,586 54.0 
> : ’ ° ill sta n aryland. Other Companies 
- FROM HIM I learned that na-| wagon $1595; 9-pass. station wagon ples ee cee a t| Total attendance at the 5th Regi-| Studebaker ........ 8.834 7,486 18.08 
i i toga—Four-door sedan | automobile s : : Hudson ........... 6,476 5,814 11.4 
tionally the buying public is just | $1685. Saratoga ment Armory exposition is ex- 
er ole wise to the fact that there | $1405; 2-door sedan $1365; town se-| Armory, while Kansas City dealers pected to hit 70,000 persons at 60- ~ oe eeeeceeees 5.500 €.948 20.8 
er are '42 models on dealers’ floors|dan $1450; club coupe $1380; coupe | will show 1942 cars in a defense-| cent admission, making the show| Willys-Overland ... 1.944 25116 8.1 
_ and that the new stuff is really bet- ame ee oo industrial exposition to be held in| self-supporting. The show includes Crosley watteeseee wits oi. 2 
” ter automobiles in every respect snide Pic -.ttecod bai that city Nov. 7-11. a floor of defense exhibits, valued| Grand Total |. || 204.848 418,350 51.1 
S, pe = bee ot "41. - = = U S I St ti Baltimore’s attendance top ped|at ee ila slat Pe 
; 4y unders © contunes 55 - is ar ing last year by about 25 percent, it is ealers, who were divided abou 
a | the “ft 7 that te ae . ; veperted ty John & Dales, man- <iee po ge Rg Rg this con industry an over-all reduction of 
or on ed adel wee without the Crackdown OM ager of the Automotive Trade are reported as now realising that| 903 percent for the first six months 
stimulus of a national show, the . ° e Assn. of Maryland. Dealers, who the project was one of the most-|0f the 1942-model year which be- 
alarm clock which in other years Priority Violators previously had been divided over (Continued on Page 6, Col. 3) (Continued on Page 6, Col. 1) 
ns has stimulated interest in the in- DETROIT.— Donald M. Nelson the 9s Of 6 eer Gs Se were — Oe eae 
dustry’s new offerings. Then, too,| .. OPM’s priorities started|T@ Ported as being particularly 
@ | the sales waters have been mud- >> ey Seen ar pri- | Pleased over sales results. Canada Orders 50% Down, 
19 = by a misunder: ene = = ority orders last week by clamping| While attendance declined around 
te le ae 7 => a a six-month ban on aluminum] 25 percent in both Buffalo and 


See me 


ments, and the increased excise 
taxes also have been contributing 
factors. So it was like getting a 
letter from home to learn from 
Pratt that now the public is no 
longer befuddled and is responding 
to the appeal of the new models. 
Pratt told me that he is convinced 
there has been a most satisfactory 
sales upturn and that now buying 
interest has quickened all along the 
ine. 


* * *# 


_HUDSON DEALERS are optl- 
mistic as to fall business and par- 
ticularly impressed with the new 
Drive-Master which does away with 
clutch operation, except as a safety 
(See SPARKS, Page 15, Col. 1) 
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business of the Central Pattern & 
Foundry Co., Chicago, for divert- 
ing defense-needed aluminum to 
non-defense production. 

The order, first of its kind issued 
by OPM, accused the company of 
shipping aluminum material for 
juke boxes, slot machines, etc. The 
firm will be permitted to work 
only on defense orders on its books 
until March 21, 1942. 

Meanwhile, Nelson (who also is 
director of SPAB) asked Congress 
to permit the government to en- 
ter any home or building and seize 
metals essential to national de- 
fense. The new measure, called the 
“Requisition Act,” would permit 
the U. S. to take copper, zinc, brass 
and steel “wherever it may be 
found. 

SPAB also is expected soon to 
issue an order forbidding the use 
of any copper for private ‘purposes. 
The situation on this metal is par- 
ticularly bad, it was said. 


Rochester, as compared with 1940, 
results were above expectations, it 
is reported. Most sales and pros- 


The Top Ten 


PASSENGER CARS 
First Ten in Begistrations Re- 


ported in Automotive News Today: 
1940 


Make Pos. 
1—756,795 Chevrolet 600,181— 1 
2—510,646 Ford 391,180— 2 
38—380,876 Plymouth 310,723— 3 
4—262,814 Buick 193,766— 4 
5—242,278 Pontiac  156,818— 5 
6—197,541 Olds. 135,2098— 7 
4I—177,951 Dodge 148,787— 6 
8—122,411 Chrysler 70,429— 9 
9— 91,802 Studebaker 70,956— 8 
10— 76,046 De Soto 51,743—138 

Total All Makes 
3,149,540 2,392,984 


For complete standing of all 
makes, see Page 11, this issue. 





Year to Pay on Car Sales 


MONTREAL.—New far-reaching 
restrictions on time buying and 
borrowing, to conserve more man- 
power, vital materials and a bigger 
share of the national income for 
Canada’s role in the war effort, 
were announced here last week. 

The new order, which became 
effective last Tuesday, requires a 
50 percent down payment on auto- 
mobile purchases, new or used, and 
the balance must be paid in full 
within 12 months on cars costing 
less than $500 and within 18 
months on cars costing more than 
$500. The down payment in each 
case includes the value of any 
trade-in. 

In an accompanying statement, 
J. L. Ilsley, minister of finance, 
gave clear warning that other re- 
strictions on civilian buying can be 
expected. 


“The restriction on installment 


buying and borrowing is one of a 
series of steps to combat the in- 
flationary tendencies arising from 
the competition between civilian 
demands and war requirements for 
available supplies of materials,” he 
said. 

Civilian purchases would be 
“postponed rather than prevented,” 
under the order, he said, but he 
made it plain that by “postpone- 
ment” he meant until after the 
war. In addition to regulating the 
size and number of down payments, 
the statement contained these 10 
additional points: 


1, Every person or firm selling 
or lending on the installment plan 
is automatically licensed by the 
board until further notice and 
must apply for license renewal 
when directed to do so. Board of- 

(Continued on Page 14, Col. 4) 
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General Business Conditions at High Point in Sept. 


DETROIT.—General business 
conditions in 41 trading centers in 
the United States were 40 percent 
or more above normal in Septem- 
ber, according to figures released 
through the business survey de- 
partment of Brooke, Smith, French 
& Dorrance, Inc., New York and 
Detroit advertising firm. 


Business in the Detroit area as 


AMA Establishes 
Committee to Aid 


Parts Situation 


DETROIT.—Appointment of a Re- 
placement Parts Committee of the 
Automobile Manufacturers Assn. is 
announced by Alvan Macauley, 
president. 


The committee will meet fre- 
quently to discuss replacement 
parts matters affecting the motor 
industry. 


With curtailment in new car pro- 
duction and a greatly expanded use 
of highways due to the defense 
program, maintenance of the na- 
tion’s rolling stock has assumed 
enlarged importance. One objec- 
tive of the committee will be to 
cooperate closely with OPM offi- 
cials in working out service and 
replacement problems, so that the 
rolling stock may be maintained at 
maximum efficiency. 


Members of the committee, which 
was authorized by the association’s 
board of directors, are: J. F. Page, 
(Packard), chairman; F. C. Bahr 
(Chrysler); A. Benhoff (Willys- 
Overland); J. W. Dineen (General 
Motors); Karl M. Greiner (Nash); 
E. C. Mendler (Studebaker); T. H. 
Stambaugh (Hudson); Oliver 
Baker (AMA), secretary. 


9 Percent Boost 
In Tire Prices 


Set for Oct. 20 


AKRON, O.—The Office of Price 
Administration has approved a 9 
percent increase in the consumer's 
list prices of all sizes of automo- 
bile tires, effective Oct. 20, it was 
revealed here last week. 

Manufacturers will be directed 
to submit their new price sched- 
ules to Administrator Leon Hen- 
derson. 

This increase will be the second 
in three months. On Aug. 30 a new 
price structure increased retail 
list prices 2.4 percent and dealers’ 
list prices by approximately 5 per- 
cent. 


Bond Sales Rise 


WASHINGTON. — Sales of Defense 
Savings Bonds reached $1,504,411,000 
as of Sept. 30, the U. S. easury de- 

e announced last week. This 
s at the rate of $300,000,000 a month 
since Defense Savings Program was 
launched on May 1 last. 





of Oct. 1, stood at 53 percent above 
normal, representing a gain of 7 
percent over the standing of Sept. 
1, On Oct. 1, 1940, the city’s busi- 
ness index stood at 2 percent be- 
low normal. 


“Reports of increased business 
by department stores, chain stores 
and retail merchants in general are 
further confirmed by the figures,” 
the report states, “with gains reg- 
istered in 127 of the 147 trading 
areas of the U. S. during Septem- 
ber. A total of 91 were 30 percent 
or more above normal.” 


The report states that the follow- 
ing areas were 40 percent or more 
above normal in September: Abi- 
lene, Akron, Albuquerque, Balti- 
more, Beaumont, Birmingham, 
Canton, Charlotte, Cleveland, Co- 
lumbia, Dallas, Dayton, Detroit, 
El Paso, Erie, Fresno, Greenville, 
Hartford, Indianapolis, Jackson 
(Mich.), Kalamazoo, Louisville, Ma- 
con, Memphis, Mobile, Norfolk, 
Oakland, Peoria, Portland (Ore.), 
Providence, Rockford, Saginaw, 
San Diego, Seattle, Sioux Falls, 
South Bend, Springfield (Mo.), Ta- 
coma, Wichita, Williamsport and 
Worcester. 


Kansas Dealers 
To Display Cars 


In Defense Show 


KANSAS CITY.—While the au- 
tomobile dealers association here 
has decided against holding its an- 
nual motor show, the dealers are 
not going to miss an opportunity to 
display their wares to the public. 


Industrial concerns in this area 
are planning an exhibition of de- 
fense and industrial materials made 
in this section for Nov. 7-11, so the 
motor car dealers have taken space 
in the Municipal Auditorium, where 
the exhibit is to be held, and will 
have on display the 1942 “crea- 
tions” of the motor car industry. 


The industrial exhibition is being 
sponsored by the Kansas City 
Chamber of Commerce and will in- 
clude all parts of the Middle West. 


Fla. Used Car Dealers 


Name Hill Secretary 


TAMPA, Fla.—Ben Hill jr., of 
Tampa, was elected secretary of 
the Florida Used Automobile Deal- 
ers’ Assn. at its first convention 
here. He succeeded Jack Boyles of 
Jacksonville. E. O. Clifton, also of 
Tampa, was reelected to the board 
of directors, and Sam Glorioso, 
new Tampa member, was elected 
to the board. All officers other than 
Hill were reelected. They are J. B. 
Patterson, Jacksonville, chairman; 
Jack Davis, Miami, vice-chairman 
and Ed Parrish, Jacksonville, 
treasurer. The association will hold 
another meeting at St. Petersburg, 
Nov. 19. 





News Roundup 


CURTAILMENT—OPM set January output limit at 204,848 cars, 51 percent 
below previous January and same maximum as for December. However, there 
were indications of much stiffer curtailment in the ~*~ along with a de- 

e. 


cision soon on a bright-work ban after 


PRODUCTION—Labor troubles continue to pla 
keep up with production schedules allowed by OP 


tions at Hudson, keeps Studebaker idle. 


Dec. 1 or Jan. 1. e story on page 1. 


e car makers, attempting to 
. Supplier strike halts opera- 
See story on page 10. 


PRICES—Chrysler issues factory retail delivered prices, at request of OPA, 


thereby abandonin 
For complete compilation of 1942-model 
page 12. 


SALES—Sales of 1942 cars continue spott 
up; used car and truck stocks grow lighter. 


revious wholesale-pricing setup. 


See story on page 1. 
prices, made by Automotive News, see 


throughout country; truck sales 
or detailed reports on sales trends 


around the nation, see Automotive News’ new feature on page 5 
DEFENSE—Donald M. Nelson, OPM priorities chief, cracks down on priority 


violator; halts Chicago foundry’s civilian 


roduction for six months. See stor 


on page 1. Nelson also calls for all-out defense effort now. See story on page 7. 


SHOWS—While attendance showed a decrease in two instances, 


dealer- 


sponsored automobile shows in Baltimore, Buffalo and Rochester were produc- 
tive of many sales and prospects. See story on page 1. 


INSTALLMENTS—Foreboding what'll probably happen in the U. S. 


soon, 


Canada last week ordered a 50 percent Cown-Saemens on all cars purchased on 


installment, with one year to pay balance on 
18 months on balances over that amount. 


alances of less than $500 and 
See story on page 1 


PARTS—Car makers set up committee to aid replacement parts situation; 


see story on pose 2 
story on page 7. 


Repair materials for plants get priority rating. See 


DEALERS—lIowa dealers send protest to congressmen against further un- 


necessary curtailment of car production 
for dealerships is new trend; see page 3. 


; See story on page 3. Sunday-closing 


ANTI-TRUST—U. S. supreme court denies appeal of General Motors in anti- 
trust conviction; federal civil suit, asking divorcement of GM and GMAC, is 


still pending. See story on page 2. 


a 


0 Chevrolet dealers in the Flint region attended a conference in 
puree as aan, te first of eight dealer meetings to be held throughout the gots 
during the next five weeks. Shown at the speakers’ table are (left to right) ° r} 
Holler, Chevrolet general sales manager; A. F. Young, Flint regional manager, an 
M. E. Coyle, Chevrolet general manager. 





OHIO DEALERS attending the Chevrolet conference in Detroit last week included 
(left to right) H. K. Folk, Folk Chevrolet, Akron; D. Paul Davies, Thomson-Davies 
Chevrolet, Columbus, and Leil Havre, Havre Chevrolet, Ravenna. 





AMONG OTHER dealers present in Detroit for the regional parley were (seated, left 
to right) C. King, King Chevrolet Co., Cincinnati; and L. E. Howe, Howe Motors, 
Middleton, O., and (standing, left to right) George Bobb, Bobb Chevrolet, Columbus, O., 
and Dewey Seiler, Seiler Motors, Covington, Ky. 


Pittsburgh Dealers to Hold 
Car-Defense Show Nov. 8-15 


PITTSBURGH.—The city of big 
steel swung into line last week 
with elaborate plans for a 1942; 
Automobile and Defense _ show, 
scheduled for Hunt Armory Nov. 
8-15. 


Unlike some other cities which 
went overboard ‘for defense ex- 
hibits in their automobile shows 
this year, Pittsburgh will maintain 
a slight ratio in favor of automo- 
biles as against the commercial ex- 
hibits of heavy industries in this 
area engaged in defense work. 


And while the new 1942 models 
will be displayed, the keynote of 
the Pittsburgh show, from the 
standpoint of automobiles, will be 
one of service. With a view to in- 
teresting those visitors who will be 
keeping their present car for 
awhile or who are eager to keep 
their new or old car in perfect con- 
dition at all times, the Pittsburgh 
Automobile Dealers Assn. is set- 
ting up a separate display of ac- 
tual cars going through a highly 
skilled service of reconditioning 
and repair. There will be a battery 
of trained mechanics at this special 
exhibit, continuously demonstrating 
the proper way to take care of a 
car, and to repair every imagin- 
able trouble it may have. 





manager of the PADA. The 
show will give the public an op- 
portunity to see first hand the re- 
sults in tangible defense material 
of the automobile manufacturers’ 
decision to swing over about half 
of their production efforts to the 
manufacture of tanks, airplanes, 
Army vehicles, machine guns, pro- 
pellers, etc. 


The Pittsburgh show committee, 
consisting of Edgar D. McKean, 
General Motors representative; C. 
H. BHisenbeis, Chrysler; Frank C. 
Humes, Ford, and Ira L. Berk, 
Packard, has been busy for a 
month contacting U. S. war de- 
partment and Ordnance officials at 
Washington, in an effort to obtain 
as complete a collection of major 
defense articles as possible. 


For the first time in a Pittsburgh 
show there will be 1,200 square 
feet reserved for dancing and 
elaborate entertainment, with no 
increase in admission prices. “Five 
cents a dance” will develop funds 
for local service organizations. A 
nationally famous orchestra will 
play afternoons and evenings. Na- 
tionally known civic and industrial 
speakers, outstanding soloists, lead- 
ing industrial choruses and musi- 
cal organizations will be featured 
over local and national broadcast 
hookups from show sessions. As in 
previous years, certain evenings 
will be dedicated to special fields of 
industry and civic enterprises. 


New Offices 
NEW YORK.—Mechanical Man, Inc., 


announces the opening of its new show- 
room and offices here. 





While it was originally felt here 
that the public might be cold to a 
1942 automobile show during the 
present national emergency, Pitts- 
burgh’s role in the defense pro- 
gram made the idea of a joint auto- 
mobile show and Defense Expo- 
sition a “natural” here, accord- 
ing to W. N. Owings, secretary- 








Windup: 


G. M.’s Anti-Trust 


Appeal Is Denied 
by Supreme Cour 


WASHINGTON.—Among the de. 


cisions handed down by the U. § 
Supreme Court last week was on 
denying the appeal by General Mo. 
tors and three of its wholly-owne; 
subsidiaries—General Motors Sale 
Corp., General Motors Acceptance 
Corp. and General Motors Corp. of 
Indiana—from the 1939 conviction 
of violating the Sherman Anti. 


Trust act. a 
The case was a criminal prose. 
cution, based on the allegation 


that General Motors was guilty of 
monopoly and coercion in connec. 
tion with the financing operations 
of its subsidiaries. 
plaints were placed before a fed. 
eral grand jury at Milwaukee in 
September, 1937, at the instigation 
of a number of independent finance 
companies. 
Chrysler were 


The first com- 


At the time Ford and 
included, but the 
last two named escaped trial by en. 
tering consent decrees. General. 
Motors, however, decided to fight 


the issue and the final hearing did 
not come up until the fall of 1939 


before a federal court trial in 
South Bend, Ind. 

It was a long-fought battle, last- 
ing several weeks, the decision’ 
holding guilty the four companies! 
involved, fines of $5,000 each be’ 
ing imposed. There were 17 in- 
dividuals, leading executives of GM. 
and including Alfred P. Sloan and 
William S. Knudsen, involved also, 
but in their cases the jury returned! 
verdicts of not guilty. From South 
Bend the case was carried to the 
Appeals Court and then to the Su 
preme Court, which handed down 
its decision last week. 

A year ago, in the fall of 1940, 
the federal government filed a civil 
suit—asking divorcement of GM 
from its wholly-owned subsidiary, 
GMAC—in the Chicago federal dis- 
trict court. This case has never’ 
come to trial, but whether the gov- 
ernment will now press the suit 
is not known. 


Emich Asks 


$2,517,000 Damages 

CHICAGO.—On the heels of the 
U. S. Supreme Court decision on 
General Motors and three of its 
subsidiaries, suit was filed in fed-' 


* * 


eral court here Thursday in the} 


name of Fred F. Emich, the Emich’ 
Motors Corp. and the U. S. Accept-' 
ances Corp. against GM _ and 


GMAC, asking for $2,517,000 dam- | 
ages under the Sherman Anti-) 


Trust act. The Emich suit was for 
$839,000, but terms of the Sherman’ 
act provides for triple damages in 
case unlawful restraint of trade is 
established by the complaining 
party. 


Emich was a government wit-/ 
ness at the General Motors trial at 
South Bend, Ind. in October, 1939,) 
and he testified at that time that) 


his dealer’s contracts for Chevrolet 
agencies in Chicago and 

Park, Ill. were canceled in 1936 
after several years of quarreling 


about his refusal to deal with 
GMAC. 


Tacoma Buick Dealer 


Celebrates 25th Year| 
TACOMA, Wash. — Mueller-Har-) 
kins Co., Buick dealer here, has! 
published an attractive booklet in’ 


commemoration of its 25th year in 
operation. 

Theme of the booklet is the prog: 
ress Mueller-Harkins, Buick an 
Tacoma have made in the 25-year 
period, and important milestones 


are listed. A sales story for the) 
coming year is presented in con) 


clusion. 


Price Meeting Called 
WASHINGTON. — Consideration 
is being given to the issuance ° 
a formal schedule of maximum 
prices on new machine tools, Leo 
Henderson, OPA administrator, 40 
nounced last week. 
nection, representatives of a cross) 
section of the machine tool indus 
try have been invited to attend # 

meeting in Washington on Oct. 


In this con) 
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Dealers tell me 


By John 0. Munn 
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Dealers Protest Curtailment 


Iowans Point Out 
Dangers; Buffalo 
Workers Plead 


WATERLOO, Ia—A protest 
resolution asking that there be “no 
further unnecessary curtailment of 
















Olds Dealers Dine . . . 


Dealers’ or salesmen’s comments, questions or requests may be 
addressed to John 0. Munn in care of Automotive News, Detroit, 
and the writer’s name will be kept in confidence if requested. 






















































































HIS trade has always been|for free pick-up and delivery is automobile production” was tele- 
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gasoline taxes from highway purposes. Edgewise.”’ 
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No diversion of fuel tazes from their intended 

use in highway construction and maintenance. 

. No government bureaucracy control of the auto- 
motive industry. 


AUTOMOTIVE OUR PLATFORM 

5 Bi 1. A continuing understanding between manufac- 
0 > & ie” turer and dealer, and fair profits for both. 
Ere 2. An eventual profit for the dealer on every used 
A@ vehicle handled. 
L $8. Better dealer service and lubrication facilities 
E ‘ operated at a profit. 

6. 








DETROIT, OCTOBER 20, 1941 


Take This Straw Off The Camel’s Back 


HE OWNERS of the 32,025,000 motor vehicles, includ- 
ing cars, trucks and buses, paid in special taxes the as- 
tounding total of $1,802,000,000 in 1940. With the thumb- 
screws turned on in the way of new taxing cruelties, it looks 
as if the returns for 1941 will be in excess of two billions. 
In the face of these figures, which sound like a war debt, 
there is a squawk going up from the legislators of the Wol- 
verine state over the demand of the Michigan Automobile 
Dealers Assn. that there shall be a cut of $14,000,000 in 
license taxes. As proposed by the dealers, this would mean 
that the average passenger car owner would pay $2.89 for 
the lighter cars like Chevrolet, Ford and Plymouth and the 
others proportionately higher. 


The lawmakers hate to see such a thing happen because 
it would mean taking the 14 million out of the highway fund. 
We feel, though, that the effort of the Michigan dealers 
to bring about the slash is to be commended. With all the 
new taxes being imposed, there is no reason why the tax- 
payer’s burden shouldn’t be lightened in some way or an- 
other. It shouldn’t be a case of everything going out and 
nothing coming in. 








‘Information Please’ 


LB ye ers we think, is getting at the root of the evil by 
offering a $50 reward on the head of each driver con- 
victed of continuing driving after his license to do so has 
been revoked in the traffic court. The city council has duly 
authorized the payment of the reward to anyone furnish- 
ing information leading to arrest and conviction. The coun- 
cil is convinced there are many who ignore the revocation 
of their licenses in defiance of the judge. As proof, it is 
pointed out that during August and September the police 
picked up 45 of those who had been denied the privilege of 
driving because of traffic violations. 


This is a new way of getting at those who scoff at the 
law and it is well worth a tryout. We (and the editorial 
“we” is used) have had in mind for a long time an idea along 
the same lines, but our idea is that there should be a special 
squad of cops detailed to check up on those who have had 
their driving licenses revoked and see if they are obeying 
the orders of the judge. Calls at their homes and talking 
with neighbors soon would show if John Doe is being a good 
boy. When found guilty by the police investigations John 
Doe should be given the works—a stiff jail penalty and no 
fines. Maybe the $50 reward will help a lot in scaring these 
John Does, but we would like to see some city try out our 


idea, too. 
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M. Slocum 


LEON VISITS Leon Henderson, 
THE VINYARD Commissar of all 
that you and I 
will eat, drink and wear in the 
future, arrived in Detroit last Mon- 
day, to face single-handed more 
than 1,500 of the upper white-collar 
class. It was not difficult, looking 
down from the limitless Mt. Olym- 
pus of the speakers’ table, to dis- 
cern in the eager upturned faces 
of his listeners, the single question 
which each individual would liked 
to have asked privately of His 
Nibs. “Tell me, Leon, just how I 
can expect to maintain my busi- 
ness, to feed my own family and 
my employes’ families, if you are 
going to tell me how much I have 
to curtail production and what myj 
selling price must be, when the 
sky-is-the-limit on what I must 
pay for the raw materials I use 
and the labor I hire to fabricate 
349 
we * * * 

In defense of Mr. Henderson, I 
must state that he wears no horns, 
that he demonstrated intestinal 
fortitude in coming to Detroit, 
that he read his prepared Wash- 
ington speech clearly and that he 
handled himself adroitly in answer- 
ing questions from the floor after 
it was over. But whether or not 
he got over to his listeners any 
feeling of optimism or whether he 
quieted any uneasiness as to what 
the future of the average business 
man in America was to be, I hae 
me doots! 

* * 

It was hard, so Mr. Henderson 
said, for him to understand why 
Detroit, already dizzy-headed over 
the billions of dollars worth of 
contracts for “materials of destruc- 
tion,” had not already invited the 
populace to a barbecue, free beer 
and dancing in Washington Boule- 
vard. He drew word-graphs of per- 
centage increases in production, 
employment figures and cotton mill 
statistics which would have made 
Goebbels envious, if not particular- 
ly impressed. As nearly as I could 
figure out, he was set to prove, by 
a new theory of geometry, that 
the nearer you get to the bottom, 
actually the closer you are to the 
top! 

* * * 

I arrived at the conclusion that 
it was going to be about as difficult 
to teach the average American 
business man to forget all of the 
rules of the American way of 
building and maintaining a suc- 
cessful enterprise as it was in 1937 
to teach Georgia mules to tramp 
on the thriving cotton plants as 
they plowed under every third row. 
Not, by any means, that these men 
are not conscious that an orderly 
development of a defense program 
was not necessary in this country. 
But most of them I think have a 
feeling that our actual production 
has been cut down by the haste 
with which we have approached 
our problem. 

‘ * * * 

Perhaps one of the difficulties 
which Mr. Henderson experienced 
was talking to a group of men, 
most of whom have either not been 
in Washington recently or at best, 
infrequently. They are not geared 
to this “new order of things” 
which demands everything “over- 
night and forget the cost,” in 
theory, and then surrounds each 
contract with interminable red 
tape and actual haggling over cost, 
in practice. Particularly would 
this be true in Detroit where, for 
more than 30 years, men have 
sealed a bargain over a highball, 
knowing that each man would de- 
liver what he had promised with- 
out any further worry on the part 
of the other. “Ten thousand mo- 
tors? Sure, when do you want 
them and how fast are they to be 
delivered?” It is probably as hard 
for Washington to understand De- 
troit today as it Js Vice-versa! 


We suspect that in the after- 
noon when the Commissar in- 
spected what had already been ac- 
complished by Ford, Chrysler, G.M., 
Hudson, Briggs and others in this 
vicinity, he, too, had learned some- 
thing from his coming and that 
his respect had increased for the 
1,500 men to whom he had “laid 
down the law” over a luncheon 
table. We hope so! — G.MS. 
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—Courtesy Pennsylvania Farmer | 


‘Sale nothing! —She only wants to know what kind of | 
fertilizer we use on our palms!” | 





In This Corner 
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be observed upon request. 





Constructive 

Never in the past insofar as I 
can remember, have I written a 
newspaper or magazine, trade or 
otherwise, but I have been so in- 
terested in reading John Munn’s 


column in AvuTomotTive News, that 
the urge to do so finally got the 
best of me. 


As you perhaps know, I was with 
various divisions of General Mo- 
tors Corp. for many years. (Edi- 
tor’s note: Mr. Simpson was for- 
merly general sales manager of 
Pontiac.) 

Mr. Munn’s comments on the re- 
tail end of the business strike me 
as being so sensible and so con- 
structive that I wanted to take 
this opportunity to compliment him 
on them.—C. P. Simpson, Owner, 
Central Pontiac Co., Houston, Tex. 


Atlanta 


The 1942 model volume is at least 
60 percent below 1941 model intro- 
duction but moving at higher re- 
turn on gross profit than dealers 

ave experienced in years. 

Used car inventories are dras- 
tically reduced with cars selling at 
better than past average return. 

The public is not excited about 
the new models. Real selling neces- 
sary!—Harry Sommers, Chrysler 
Distributor, Atlanta. 


Salt Lake City 


To date there is some question 
in this territory as to whether 
automobile factories will be able to 
build the new quota recently given 
them due to material shortages. 
This seems to be our number one 
problem at the present time to- 
gether with shortages of certain 
models which the people are 
anxious to have. 

At present there seems to be a 
fairly satisfactory demand for 
what new cars dealers will be able 
to get. The new federal regula- 
tion “W” on _ time purchases 
seems to be accomplishing its full 
purpose inasmuch as it is limiting 
to some extent the ability of some 
purchasers to buy new cars. 

Used car demand is fairly good. 
However, curtailment of credit 
terms and the normal seasonal de- 
cline are having some effect on 
sales.—J. M. Jackson, general man- 
ager, Jackson Motor Car Co., Pack- 
ard distributor. 


Quotas 


On page 22 of your Oct. 6 issue, 
will you please let me know if the 


‘Never Before. ....... 


ews expressed in this column are those 
Anonymous contributions will not be accepted but 
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of our readers. 
confidence will 






do these figures represent pas- 
senger cars only. We note also that 
the percentage reduction for Chrys- 
ler for the month of December is | 
80 percent. This seems unusual. 
Your paper is both interesting 
and instructive—George Pemstein, 
George Motor Co., Worcester, Mass. 
Epitor’s Note: The figure in- 
cludes only passenger cars. The | 
percentage reduction for Chrys- 
i 


figures include Dodge trucks, 


ler in December should have 
been 61.13 percent; our 80 per- 
cent was a typographical error. 
Sorry. 


Prices 

We have misplaced our copy of 
your issue giving Buick factory 
prices and we request that you for- 
ward us a clipping of same in the 
enclosed envelope. 


Thank you for your prompt 
attention.—Craig Perkins, assistant 
sales manager, W. F. Green Mo- 
tors, Inc., Birmingham, Ala. 

Eprtor’s Note: Complete 1942- 
model prices for all makes, com- 
piled by Automotive News, are 
on page 12 of today’s issue. 
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Coming Events 


OCTOBER j 
18-26—San Francisco (Civic Auditori- 
um). Annual Automobile Show. San | 
Francisco Motor Dealers Assn. 


20-24 — Philadelphia. National Metal 
ongress. 


23-24—Tulsa, Okla. (Ma: 
a fuels ea’ lub 





0). SAE na- | 

ricants meet- 

27-30—New York. Annual convention of 
American Trucking Assns. 

30-Nov. 1—Los Angeles. (Biltmore Ho- 
tel) SAE National a slarait Produc- 
tion Meeting. , 


30-Nov. 2—Fresno (Calif.) Annual Sat | 
Joaquin Valley Automobile Show. 


NOVEMBER 

3- 7—San Francisco (Palace, St. Frat- | 
cis). Annual meeting of Americat 
Petroleum Institute. 

3- 8—Denver. (City Auditorium). Al- 
nual Automobile Show. : 

{2-15—White Sulphur Springs, W. Vs 
Annual convention of Americal 
Automobile Assn. 

13-14—Cleveland (Statler). SAE na- 
tional transportation and mait- 
tenance meeting. 


JANUARY 
6— Gilmore Grand Canyon Economy 
n. 


12-16—Detroit. (Book - Cadillac). SAE 
annual meeting and engineerins 
display. 

20-21—Chicago (Palmer House). Né& 
Benes Automobile Dealers convel- 
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New Jersey: 


AUTOMOTIVE NEWS, OCTOBER 20, 1941 


Acute Shortage Seen 


In Used Cars by Jan. 1 


By Bethune Jones 

Staff Correspondent 
CAMDEN, N. J. — A definite 
shortage of used cars, as well as 
new models, in the South Jersey 
market by Jan. 1 is forecast here 





Seattle: 
a 


New Truck Sales 
Lively, Stock Low; 


New Cars Slow 


By D. M. Trepp 
Staff Correspondent 

SEATTLE.—Lack of wild trad- 
ing is the No. 1 reason for slow 
new car sales here. The late- 
season advance buying of 1941 
models is another reason, for it 
takes time to take up the slack. 
Higher prices and stiffer terms are 
other sales deterrents, still being 
felt. 

But there is a general feeling 
that the cars will sell. No particular 
selling pressure is being exerted at 
this time, since dealers worry about 
the more serious problems, such as 
further curtailment of production. 

Used car stocks continue very 
low. Late models are selling fastest 
—from 1939 on. Buyers are mak- 
ing “good money” as a rule and so 
come into the used car market 
determined to purchase a good car. 
The terms, especially the monthly 
payments, might be just out of 
reach for a new car purchase. 
Hence they turn to a good used car. 

New trucks are cleaning up al- 
most as rapidly as they arrive, 
while used trucks have the lowest 
inventory in 10 years or more. Only 
panels are difficult to sell. Delivery 
types and large trucks, even dump 
trucks, are in fast turnover. 

September new car sales_ in 
King county (Seattle) were slightly 
below those of September of last 
year; the totals, 803 this year, 832 
in 1940. But this was to be ex- 
pected. The 10 leaders were Chev- 
rolet, 136; Ford, 116; Plymouth, 91; 
De Soto, 71; Studebaker, 66; Nash, 
55; Packard, 49; Dodge, 44; Olds- 
mobile, 38 and Hudson, 33. 


Oklahoma City: 
Finance Business 


Reflects Unhealthy 


Sales Situation 


OKLAHOMA CITY.—New car 
sales continue to be none too 
healthy in this area and the same 
can be said for used car sales, al- 
though late models of popular- 
priced cars are getting extremely 
difficult to obtain. 

Indication of how things stand 


Des Moines Sales Off, 


But Only ‘Temporary’ 
DES MOINES.—(UTPS).—So 
great has been the slump in new 
car sales in this area since the 
advent of Oct. 1, with its new 
rulings and new taxes, that deal- 
ers here can not quote decrease 
figures over that of the same pe- 
riod last year. They feel that 


the figures would be close to 


the 100 percent mark. 

They are not discouraged, 
however, since they feel it is a 
result of the reaction to the 
higher prices, and that the buy- 
ing public will accustom itself 
to the new buying conditions 
within the next 10 days or two 
weeks, 

The commercial car sales have 
held up better, showing about 
a 25 percent decrease from that 
of a year ago. 


is in the local finance company of- 
fices, which have been dismissing 
office staffs and finding business 
extremely dull. 

Check-ups locally and in smaller 
towns over the state indicate me- 
dium-priced used cars selling best 
and prices continuing at very good 
levels. Stocks are low in these 
models. 


by George T. Atkins, president of 
the Camden Auto Trades Assn. 

Bearing out his views are reports 
from other dealers indicating that 
both new and used car sales are 
currently moving at a fast clip in 
this area, with a number of dealers 
already facing dwindling used car 
inventories, 

With new car production curtail- 
ment certain to further stimulate 
used car sales, Atkins declared, “it 
appears certain that purchases of 
used cars will surpass the lively 
pace now prevailing and ultimately 
result in a definite shortage. From 
our experiences of previous years 
we feel the shortage will be acute 
at the turn of 1942.” 


Atkins also said that dealers 
have reported an erroneous impres- 
sion spreading among the public in 
this area regarding the amount of 
taxes levied in the purchase of an 
automobile. Many prospective buy- 
ers have remarked to salesmen that 
they understood the taxes would 
add more than $100 to the cost of a 
car. 


“We are trying to correct this 
false impression,” Atkins said, 
pointing out that the current sales 
taxes add only about $20 to $30 on 
the purchase price. 

Although no definite action on 
the matter has yet been taken by 
the Camden association, Atkins re- 
vealed that members are consider- 
ing closing their agencies on Sun- 
days. Dealers and their employes 
have sacrificed Sundays from their 
families for many years, he pointed 
out, but now feel it possible to 
meet all demands without remain- 
ing open on Sundays. 


Bu ffalo : 


New Car Buyers 
Well Supplied; 
Used Sales Good 


BUFFALO.—New car registra- 
tions in Erie county during Sep- 
tember fell to the lowest level 
since September, 1938, the Buffalo 
Automotive Trade Assn. reported. 
September registrations totaled 811 
compared with 2,055 in the preced- 
ing month and 1,119 in the cor- 
responding month a year ago. 

Despite the decline in September, 
new car registrations for the first 
nine months of this year were 33 
percent greater than in the corres- 
ponding 1940 period, totaling 29,550 
compared with 22,188. In the com- 
parable period of 1939 a total of 
17,283 new cars were registered in 
the county. 

Sentiment of dealers as to the 
outlook for new car business and 
the reason for the sharp drop in 
September sales was mixed. Some 
felt that this was just a temporary 
adjustment period after the rec- 
ord-breaking sales earlier this year, 
while others felt that new car pur- 
chases will be definitely lower in 
months to come because most po- 
tential car buyers are pretty well 
supplied right now and because 
higher prices may cause some shy- 
ing away from new car commit- 
ments. 


New Orleans: 
LT 


Dealer 
Sales Picture 


In an attempt to answer ques- 
tions of its readers, AUTOMOTIVE 
News on this page presents — 
and will present each week here- 
after— reports on the sale and 
merchandising of new and used 
cars and trucks as gathered by 
Automotive News correspondents 
throughout the country. 


These are some of the ques- 
tions to be covered: How are 
new cars selling? Are low, me- 
dium or high-priced units sell- 
ing best? Why? What are con- 
ditions of stocks? How are used 
cars selling? Which models are 
selling best? Why? What are 
conditions of stocks? What’s the 
situation on new and_ used 
trucks? Are dealers getting their 
full markup? How are they mer- 
chandising service, used cars, 
etc.? 





Cincinnati: 


No Cars, No Sales 
Sums Up Picture; 


Used Stocks Low 


CINCINNATI. — Sales of new 
passenger cars are running 24 per- 
cent behind the same period a year 
ago in this area, according to the 
Cincinnati Automobile Dealers 
Assn. The current drop in sales is 
due partly to inability of dealers to 
get deliveries and partly to lack 
of buying interest. 

Low-priced units lead sales vol- 
ume since many high-priced car 
buyers bought late ’41 models fear- 
ing the quality of ’42 production. 
Dealer stocks for most part are ex- 
tremely low for this season. 


Used cars are selling well, al- 
most in same volume as a year 
ago. Stocks are at record low lev- 
els due to lack of trade-ins from 
new car deais. Demand is largely 
for late models, revealing that cus- 
tomers have ample funds. 

Both new and used truck sales 
are about even with the similar 
period of 1940. 

There are no reports of wild 
trading by dealers, who seem to 
have recognized the handwriting, 
and in an effort to survive the 
emergency, either are getting full 
gross profits or are refusing the 
deals. 


Central Pa. : 


Higher-Price Cars 
Are Selling Best 


HARRISBURG, Pa.—(UTPS).— 
A slight curtailment in new car 
sales is reported in the Harrisburg 
area by dealers, who agree that 
the higher-priced units are selling 
best in both new car lines and in 
used cars. Dealers attribute the 
higher-priced sales to the unhesi- 
tating buying of those financially 
able to buy in the better fields as 
they see their needs. 

Stocks vary, with some dealers 
reporting an average and others 
reporting low stocks. 

Another matter on which Central 
Pennsylvania dealers seem to be 
agreed upon is that late models in 
the higher-priced used cars are sell- 
ing best. Cars taken in trades are 
coming in cleaner than before. 


Car, Truck Sales Recovering; 


Used Stocks Are Satisfactory 


Special to Automotive News 

NEW ORLEANS.—New car and 
truck sales began a slow recovery 
this month as stocks were refur- 
nished and some indecision on the 
part of the buyers dissipated. _ 

From a June total of 1,048 regis- 
trations, sales dropped to 298 in 
September. Dealers said, in con- 
census, that low stocks and natural 
hesitancy pending unveiling of new 
models accounted for the decrease. 

Stocks in both new cars and 
trucks, as well as used vehicles, 
are said to be “satisfactory” this 
month. Sales were being led by 
lower-priced models, following 


their decline last month. 

Figures for the four months: 
June 1048; July 892; August 465, 
and September 298. 

Of sales last month, Plymouth 
led with 60. Other sales included: 
Studebaker, 43; Ford, 39; Dodge, 
29; Chrysler, 20; Packard, 18; 
Nash, 16; Chevrolet, 14; Pontiac, 
13; Buick, 11. Most dealers, except 
Ford and Chevrolet, had their new 
models last month. 

Truck registration for September 
totalled 94, with International Har- 
vester leading with a total of 53, 
and Chevrolet second, Ford, third, 
with 22 and 14, respectively. 


Kansas City: 


(925 )—5 


Credit Rules Hit Sales; 


New, Used 


By H. H. James 
Staff Correspondent 

KANSAS CITY.—The new credit 
restrictions are cutting more deep- 
ly into motor car sales in the last 
few weeks than most dealers ex- 
pected. Sales in all price classes 
have been slowed with no particu- 
lar class having an advantage. 

Harry Whitman, secretary of the 
motor car dealer organization here, 
reports that stocks of used cars in 
the hands of dealers are very low 
—the same being true of new cars. 
Dealers are showing no tendency to 
order heavy on new models in an- 
ticipation of a shortage — rather 
they are staying “close to shore” 
and placing greater emphasis on 
their service and repair depart- 
ments, In this latter field the deal- 
ers are hoping to “keep going” un- 
til restrictions are “eased.” 

Many of the smaller dealers are 
frank to admit that repair and 
service is their only hope — and 
they are none too optimistic about 
obtaining repair parts and service 
supplies. 

It has been a good many years 
since the motor car dealers have 
faced as discouraging an outlook as 
they do now. And, as one dealer 
puts it, “Just when the easy money 
is floating around, we have to have 
this happen to us.” 

New car sales resistance had 
not begun to be felt in September 
as much as is apparent in October 
and registration figures for that 


Montreal: 


Low-Priced Cars 
Main Attraction; 


Used Stocks Down 


MONTREAL.—Automobile deal- 
ers in this area reported that sales 
of new cars are very good this 
September and October. This situ- 
ation is proof, in their opinion, 
that war restrictions on the sale of 
gasoline and oil as well as the ad- 
ditional taxes on cars have not pre- 
vented the public from buying. 
There is this difference, however, 
this year, to conditions prevailing 
even last fall, and that is that new 
car purchases are pretty much 
confined to the low and medium- 
priced brackets rather than the 
larger and more expensive car. 

Dealers reported that stocks of 
new cars are low, speaking for the 
general run of dealers’ showrooms. 
There is, of course, the odd house 
that has a fair-sized assortment of 
models on hand, but this is the ex- 
ception in Montreal, at least, al- 
though it is understood that out- 
side of the metropolitan area there 
will be found somewhat larger 
stocks. 

All types of used cars might be 
said to be selling well this fall. 


Birmingham: 
New Car Market. 
Needs Stimulant 


BIRMINGHAM, Ala. — Uncer- 
tainty seems to be the word to de- 
scribe the automobile business in 
Birmingham for the time being, 
uncertainty as to deliveries, un- 
certainty as to new tax applica- 
tions and uncertainty as to the ef- 
fect of the new credit terms. New 
models have been rather slow in 
reaching dealers in this territory. 
October is traditionally tax paying 
and new tag buying time and that 
usually has its effect on the mar- 
ket. 

This condition has caused some 
disturbance among salesmen, but 
dealers are confident of improve- 
ment in the situation. Used cars 
continue quite low and dealers are 
in good position if they can only 
get the merchandise. 

Quite a few of them are think- 
ing up ways of stimulating ser- 
vice business, including the sale of 
tires and accessories. Truck stocks 
are also quite low and sales were 
slightly off during the past two 
weeks. 


| month showed a substantial 


Stocks Low 


ain 
over September, 1940. A total of 
738 new car units were registered 
in Jackson County (Kansas City) 
this year against 619 for last year. 
The total for the year to date is 
17,468 as against 13,227 last year. 


September was the first to be re- 
ported this year where the Ford 
registration passes the Chevrolet 
figure, there being 188 Ford regis- 
trations against 108 Chevrolet. 

Truck registration in this county 
was 127 for this year against 84 
for last September, 


Utah and Idaho: 


New Cars Slower, 
But Stocks Low; 


Trucks in Demand 


By Theron Liddle 

Staff Correspondent 
SALT LAKE CITY. — Although 
new cars are selling slightly slower 
than was anticipated in the inter- 
mountain region, extremely low 
stocks are reported, and dealers are 
anxious to protect their present al- 
lotment and get more if possible. 
Idaho sales are generally better 
than Utah; this, however, is a 
normal situation during harvest- 


Which Is It? 


_ SALT LAKE CITY.—Ques- 
tioned whether dealers are get- 
ting full gross profits or are 
they trading wild in the pres- 
ent new and used car situation, 
one dealer here replied: 

“Here in the intermountain 
west, any dealer who is trad- 
ing wild must either be isolated 
in some high mountain valley 
without newspaper or a radio 
and still mysteriously getting 
new cars, or he is a good sub- 
stantial business man who has 
cracked under the stress of a 
new government regulation 
and is speeding up his own 
business suicide!” 








time in the predominantly agri- 
cultural areas in Idaho. 

Medium and high-priced units 
are selling faster than low-priced 
units, compared to normal sales. 

Apparently the federal regulation 
of financing,” explained Charles C. 
Freed, intermountain distributor of 
Chrysler cars, “with higher month- 
ly payments has affected the low- 
income purchaser more than th 
one in the medium brackets.” 

Used car sales are up an esti- 
mated 10 percent over last year, 
and almost all dealers report an 
all-time low stock of used cars. 
Large Salt Lake City dealers, who 
formerly had 150 or 175 used cars, 
now have five, seven or nine. 

New and used trucks are in great 
demand; a distinct and pressing 
Serene of new trucks in this in- 
tense defense construction area is 
readily apparent. Good used trucks 
are quickly turned. 

In general, the intermountain au- 
tomobile dealer’s situation is this: 
new cars can be sold as fast as he 
can get them, but the immediate 
demand for the 1942 models isn’t 
as great at this time as he ex- 
pected. Used cars, if something 
doesn’t change, will be almost a 
thing of the past. 


Canton: 
Waiting Lists 
Grow Larger 


CANTON, O.—Lack of 1942 mod- 
els is seriously handicapping Can- 
ton area sales, and with the rapidly 
dwindling used car stocks, much 
confusion exists in the industry 
here. What few new cars, in all 
price ranges, that have been deliv- 
ered to dealers here have been sold 
quickly to customers who have had 
their orders on file for weeks. 

The used car situation is acute 
here, few dealers having any sub- 
stantial stocks of saleable used 
cars on hand at the present time, 
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Jan. Car Output Cut 51%; Maximum Set 


AUTOMOTIVE NEWS, OCTOBER 20, 1941 





Stiffer Reduction in Offing; 


Bright Work 


Ban Due Soon 


(Continued from Page 1) 


gan Aug. 1 — 1,228,065 cars as 
against 1,928,517 a year ago. 

Henderson left many things up 
in the air: 

He declared “we’re not fixing 

production quotas for January; 
we're merely establishing a maxi- 
mum limit to which manufacturers 
can produce —if they can obtain 
materials.” 


2 This declaration is opposed to 
the OPM’s original plan, which 
called for the setting of produc- 
tion quotas three months in ad- 
vance, on the 15th of each month, 
and led to speculation on the gov- 
ernment’s future plans for the 
automotive industry. 

It was conjectured that the 

OPM is trying to smooth out, as 
far as possible, the transition of 
automobile workers to defense 
plants, and might step in later with 
a much greater curtailment for 
January, depending on the mate- 
rials situation, labor, etc. 

4 Some sources reported the OPM 

has before it an order cutting 
January’s car output by 75 per- 
cent, but that action would be de- 
layed until such time as the whole 
defense picture is clearer. 

If the January rate of produc- 

tion holds for the first few 
months of 1942, to obtain the stipu- 
lated 50 percent overall curtailment 
for the 1942-model year it will be 
necessary to trim output severely 
in the later months, such as May, 
June and July. There are rumors 
that automotive operations may be 
reduced to, or below, the 1935-39 
level, and that new-car output may 
be halted altogether next spring or 
summer. Strictly rumors, but any- 
thing can happen in the face of 
war events. 

In making his announcement, 
Henderson spoke bluntly. He said 
that the government was giving the 
automotive industry no assurance 
that it could produce even that 
many cars in January because of 
steel shortages, especially strip. He 
said further that sharper cuts are 
in the offing. 

“Every effort has been made, 
and will continue to be made, to 
divert automotive production ac- 
tivities to national defense output. 
Manufacturers of passenger cars 
already are contributing, through 
the construction of tanks, heavy 
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*Charges appear on 


motor trucks, aircraft engines and 
other weapons of war, to the pro- 
tection of the United States. Fur- 
ther efforts will be required. I 
know that they will be forthcom- 
ing.” 

No comment was available on 
the extent of bright-work and 
trimming on new cars which have 
already appeared. However, it is 
understood that the civilian supply 
division is preparing an order, to 
be issued through the Priorities 
Division, forbidding the use of 
critical materials in all non- 
functional parts, either after Dec. 
1 or Jan. 1, at the latest. 

It is pointed out that the automo- 
tive industry last August requested 
the OPM to issue an order for- 
bidding the use of bright work, the 
industry believing that an actual 
order would be the only thing that 
would serve the purpose, because 
of competitive conditions and anti- 
trust possibilities. The government 
has thus far ignored the industry's 
request and has issued statements 
that it (the government) has been 
angered by the use of much bright 
work on 1942 models. 

It is likely that only bumpers 
and bumper guards will escape the 
ban on all bright work using cop- 
per, zinc, nickel or chromium. 

* * & 


Frazer Asks Curb 


On Heavier Cars 


WASHINGTON —A 14-point 
plan for automobile allotment 
which would, it is claimed, release 
454,808,270 pounds of raw materials 
for national defense needs was out- 
lined to government officials Thurs- 
day by Joseph W. Frazer, president 
of Willys-Overland Motors. 

The “Frazer plan,” designed to 
replace present automobile allot- 
ment plan, calls for production of 
only the lightest weight car or 
series now being built by each 
parent manufacturer; allocation of 
production on the basis of critical 
material used, volume needed for 
successful operation, and number 
of dealers dependent on manufac- 
turer. 

Further, it would limit produc- 
tion to only two-door and four- 
door sedans; eliminate all non- 
functional ornamentation, and such 
features as rubber floor mats, 
spring shackles, body shims and 
running board mats; and substi- 
tution of cotton for wool in in- 
terior upholstery. 


The plan asked for a “master 
inventory” which would determine 
the amount of raw materials avail- 
able after all requirements for ithe 
Army, Navy and nations receiving 
lend-lease aid have been filled, and 
allocation of these materials to in- 
dustries producing only those items 
essential to civilian defense efforts. 

Under the setup outlined all 


dealers for one parent firm would 
handle the same car. 


Most Cars You 


Aug.-Nov. 





PRESIDENT MEETS PREMIER. It was Bs 
manager, and a 1942 Studebaker President, Deluxe style sedan that met Canada’s 
Premier, Mitchell Hepburn, on his arrival at LaGuardia Airport in New York City 
recently. The Premier searches for his baggage checks while Gloster looks on. The 
1942 Studebaker President was Hepburn’s official car while he was in New York. 


Baltimore, Buff 


R. F. Gloster, Studebaker assistant sales 


alo, Rochester 


Dealer Shows Boost Car Sales 


(Continued from Page 1) 


productive things ever attempted 
here. 

Not only were many sales made 
and prospects obtained, but like- 
wise a good portion of Baltimore’s 
populace was made aware of the 
fact that the 1942 cars are “better 


than ever.” 
s * * 


Buffalo Crowds Off 


But Dealers Happy 

BUFFALO, N. Y.—Attendance at 
the 1941 automobile show here fell 
off about 25 percent from the 1940 
exhibit, but dealers were generally 
well satisfied with results, accord- 
ing to Marjorie Baker, show man- 
ager. 

Sales from the floor were rather 
slow at first, but began to pick up 
as the week progressed. Miss Baker 
pointed out that this year’s show 
was held more with the idea of 
convincing the public of the attrac- 
tiveness of 1942 models rather than 
as a sales medium, and in this re- 
spect the exhibit was an outstand- 
ing success. 

“We were out to do a public rela- 
tions job and dispel thoughts that 
the 1942 cars were suffering consi- 
derably in appearance because of 
the defense program,” Miss Baker 
declared. 

Show attendance and sales were 
about on a par with 1938 and 1939. 
Comparison with 1940 figures is a 
bit unfair because last year’s show 
was the first exhibit to be held in 
Buffalo’s new Municipal Auditor- 
ium and this factor alone served 
to bring in many thousands of peo- 
ple interested in seeing the new 
convention hall, Miss Baker point- 
ed out. 

Another factor which might have 
hurt attendance this year was the 
fact that the Buffalo Automotive 
Trade Assn. gave away only $2,000 
in defense bonds as door prizes 
as against seven new automobiles a 
year ago. 

This year’s show was marked by 
an elaborate defense exhibit—one 
of the most extensive yet staged 
in this part of the country. 

Spectators were overheard com- 
menting on the fact that the 1942 


Aug.-Nov. Dec. Dec. 





Can Expect, 


models were just as attractive as 
last year’s. One exclaimed as he 
ran his hand over a heavy chro- 
mium bumper, “Gosh, this doesn’t 
feel like plastic to me.” 

Visitors apparently expected to 
find something box-like, stripped of 
its former glistening ornaments 
and accessories. “In other years,” 
one dealer said, “people used to 
come to automobile shows to see 
what new wonders had been added 
to the cars. Now they come to 
see what wonders we have man- 
aged to preserve.” 

Percy J. Hunt, president of the 
Buffalo Automotive Trade Assn., 
was general chairman of the show. 


Rochester Show Results 


Please Dealers 

ROCHESTER, N. Y.—Brisk sales 
in the higher-priced lines was a 
significant trend observed at the 
1941 automobile show in the Civic 
Exhibits building here, held in con- 
junction with the Fall Flower 
Show. 

Edward C. Schoen, show man- 
ager, reported the attendance was 
off but that sales in the upper 
brackets showed substantial gains. 
This was offset to a large extent, 
however, by a rather sharp decline 
in sales in the lower-priced lines. 

“The lower-priced cars did not 
get the play,” Schoen declared. 
“Persons who ordinarily buy the 
cheaper cars seemed to be disap- 
pointed when they examined the 
price tags. In fact, many buyers 
in this group did not even come 
to the show.” 

Sales and attendance figures at 
this year’s show were comparable 
to those of 1939, according to 
Schoen. A comparison with 1940 
figures is not quite fair, he said, 
because the 1940 show was the first 
one held in the new Civic Exhib- 
its building which attracted consi- 
derable additional attention. 

Dealers, generally, were quite 
well pleased with results of the 
show and said they were glad that 
an exhibit was held this year, de- 
spite the national trend away from 
1941 shows. 
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Aug.-Jan. 





Are Cheered by 
Open House Week 


DETROIT.—Results of Detroit’ 
first “Open House” week wer’ 
gratifying, even though some deal. 
ers were disappointed over attend. 
ance. The “Open House,” which 
ended Saturday in 300 dealerships 
was held this year instead of the 
annual Detroit automobile show, 

Consensus of opinion was that, 
regardless of sales or attendance 
the event helped to dispel public 
fears over quality of the 1942 cars) 
This had been one of the main ob. 
jectives of the Detroit Auto Deal. 
ers Assn., which sponsored the 
week and provided dealerships with 
special display material. 


Attendance at showrooms was! 
particularly slow during the day.’ 
time but night crowds were heavy 
in most instances. An added at- 
traction was the giving away of 
three cars to visitors. 

Three parades of 1942 models, 
plus a few defense vehicles, were 
staged in various parts of the city | 
during the week. In addition, dis- | 
plays of all 1942 makes were made! 
on Washington boulevard in down- 
town Detroit. 


Vagabond Trailer 
Plant Destroyed 


NEW HUDSON, Mich.—Fire and 
explosions destroyed the plant i 


' 


ew 
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the Vagabond Coach Mfg. Co. here 
early Friday with a loss estimated 
at $175,000. The fire threw about 
300 men out of work. 


The company had just completed 
a government defense contract and 
had turned 110 trailers over to the 
War department. It was working 
on private orders pending receipt | 
of new defense orders. 


Explosion of 150 barrels of lac- 
quer, which were between the fac- 
tory building and the Grand Trunk 
Western right of way, caused such 
intense heat that the steel rails 
were warped and trains were re- 
routed pending repairs. 


The building contained 35 trail- 
ers, 11 of which were completed. 
It also contained large stocks of 
materials and paints, as well as 
manufacturing equipment. Supplies 
included 600 trailer stoves and 
several hundred refrigerators. 

P. C. Miles, secretary-treasurer, 
who estimated the loss, said insur- 
ance would cover not more than 
one-third of the damage. The com- 
pany completed an expansion pro- 
gram in 1935. 


Ind. Dealers Feted 


FORT WAYNE, Ind.—About 160 
automobile dealers of this city, Ko- 
komo, Wabash, Tipton, Peru, Hart- 
ford City and Marion, Ind., were 
entertained recently by the Ameri- 
can Security Co. at the Fort Wayne 
Country club. Ed Payton of Cleve- 
land spoke on the present and fu- 
ture of the automobile industry. | 





j 
Quotas Output Percent Quota Output Percent . Output Percent a —— Percent mee i 
1941 1940 Reduction 1941 1940 Reduction 1942 1941 Reduction 1941-°42 1940-'41 Reduction Output 
Chrysler Corp. ............... 188,849 275,600 31.48 47,271 99,148 52.32 47,271 107,354 55.99 283,991 482103 41.23 496,000 
Plymouth ............-..-.. 100,612 166,145 39.43 25,184 49,146 48.76 25,184 52118 51.68 150,980 267409 43°54 
oss. vsueskava cit 47,394 57,675 1783 11,863 24,776 5212 11,868 27666 5713 71120 110117 3544 
GREE ooo ccc ccc cc cs enes 24,081 28,420 15.27 6,028 15,510 61.13 6,028 18187 6686 36187 62117 4184 
RU once 16,762 23,360 28.24 4,196 9,716 5681 4,196 9383 5528 25154 42459 4076 
Ford Motor .................. 151,845 182,800 16.94 38,009 79,309 52.05 38,009 82,586 53.98 227,863 344695 33.89 399,000 
PT ssc davabocawa 129,063 154,992 16.73 32,807 65,844 50.93 32,307 +—«69,057 «53.22 198,677 289.893 «33.09 
EE sixspantschbavanceain 17,682 20,688 1454 4,426 10,777 5893 4,426 11,129 60.23 26584 42594 3772 
I oi csc ceiexeewsune 5,100 7,120 28.37 1,276 2688 53.53 1,276 2400 4684 7,652 12208 37232 
General Motors .............. 361,815 511,700 29.30 90,567 184,139 50.82 90,567 201,569 55.07 542,949 897408 3950 950,000 
es ss ou ces 180,473 234,668 += 23.10 45,180 92,657 = «51.24 = 45,180 :104,079 «56.59 270,888 431404. «37.22 
PN ccs seh cna sdnae vance 65,561 104,031 36.96 16,402 33,505 51.05 16402 36615 55.21 98365 174151 4352 
Pontiac .................... 57,848 87,984 34.82 14,358 27,629 48.03 14,358 28528 4968 86,064 144141 4030 
Oldsmobile ................. 46,927 71,219 34.11 11,753 «23,924» «50.87 —s1,758 ~=«25,973 54.75 © 70,488.-««:121116 «41.80 
Cadillac ................... 11,506 13,798 16.62 2,874 6,424 55.26 2874 6374 5491 17,254 26596 3513 . 
Total “Big 3” ................ 702,509 970,100 27.6 175,847 362,596 51.5 175,847 391,509 55.08 1,054,203 1,724205 38.86 1,845,000 
Independents ................ 114,202 143,261 20.2 «= 29,001 34,227 = 15.3 29,001 += 26,841 += 8.01 172,294 204329 1569 298,874 
Studebaker ................ 35,289 46,160 23.55 8,834 10823 1838 8834 7486  18.00+* 52.957 64469 1786 92,000 
Hudson .................... 25,874 41,900 3825 6476 5,148  2580' 6476 5814 11.38 38826 52862 2655 68,000 
BR, ise donk ecg a toss 23,056 25,710 10.32 5,771 7,401 22.02 5,771 4479 2884+ 34.598 37.590 7.96 60,000 
ee 21,972 20,942 5.39t = 5,500 «10,001 45.01 = «5,500 = «6946 ©=- 20.82 32,972 «337889 «1292 ~~ 8,000 
Willys-Overland ........... 1,768 8364 7.13 1,944 819 137.364 1944 2116 813 11,656 11299 2466+ 20,000 | 
SN eve obi ks's bea svdve 333 185 80.007 476 35 1260.00 s6~C~«~*=*. 1,285 "220 484.097 874 
GRAND : TOTAL ............. 816,801 1,113,361 26.6 204,848 396,823 48.4 204,848 418,350 51.1 1,226,497 1,928,534 36.4 2,143,874 
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‘Let’s Get Defense Job Done Now.’ Nelson Declares 


All-Out Effort Held Better 


Than Drawn-Out Program 


Special to Automotive News 

NEW YORK.—Increasing civili- 
an industry shortages of materials 
needed in defense production were 
forecast here last week by Donald 
M. Nelson, executive director of the 
Supply Priorities and Allocations 
board, who contended it was far 
better to put up with “really terri- 
fic shortages” for a year or two 
and get the job done rather than 
drag along 10 or 15 years under a 
half-hearted defense effort. 


Referring to existing shortages 
of copper, steel, aluminum and 
other materials, Nelson, in address- 
ing a meeting of the Sales Execu- 
tives club of New York, declared: 


“Let’s make our military demands 
for those things twice as great as 


Repair Materials 


For Plants Get 
Priority Rating 


WASHINGTON. — Acting to aid 
industrial plants, the Office of 
Production Management Thursday 
granted them a defense preference 
rating for use in obtaining mainte- 
nance and repair materials. 


The rating, the lowest issued 
for defense needs but higher than 
any civilian priority rating, also 
can be used to obtain operating 
supplies such as fuel which are 
used in manufacturing processes. 


Temporarily at least retail es- 
tablishments are excluded from 
terms of the order because of ad- 
ministrative difficulties involved 
in operating a maintenance and 
repair plan in the field. OPM 
officials said, however, that gen- 
erally speaking the priority as- 
sistance would reach into all seg- 
ments of the American economy. 


Those granted use of the de- 
fense rating included: 


Any governmental unit; any 
manufacturing, processing or fab- 
ricating industry; storage or dis- 
tribution warehouses; wholesalers; 
charitable institutions; all types of 
carriers, such as trains, buses, 
trucks and shipping; educational 
institutions; printers and publish- 
ers, commercial radio broadcasters 
and communications; telephone and 
telegraph communication including 
newspaper wire services; hospitals 
and similar institutions; and or- 
ganizations interested in discovery 
and development of petroleum 
pools. 


Any plant or business qualified 
may use the rating without formal- 
ly applying for its use, the order 
said. If a manufacturer needs a 
repair part he merely places his 
order with a supplier and attaches 
this statement on the face of the 
order: 

“Material for maintenance, re- 
pair, or operating supplies—rating 
A-10 under preference rating or- 
der P-22, as amended, with the 
terms of which I am familiar.” 


Such an order must be accepted 
by the supplier under OPM regu- 
lations. Suppliers may use _ the 
rating for their own repair and 
maintenance needs if they are 
qualified to do so under terms of 
the order. 





they are now and go really short 
of them, and get the nightmare 
over with. In other words, let’s 
shoot the works. 


“Hitler can be beaten. We have 
said that he is going to be beat- 
en and he can be beaten over a 
long pull or a short pull. We don’t 
want to go on living under priority 
controls for another half genera- 
tion. The way to avoid it is to 
go all out now and to finish it 
quickly. 

“That involves setting our sights 
much higher than we have ever 
set them before. It involves the 
imagination and preparing that en- 
able a people to tackle a job big- 
ger than their dreams. Roughly, 
you might say that it involves fig- 
uring out the utmost we can do 
and then resolving to go ahead and 
do twice as much.” 


Nelson emphasized that industry 
was suffering from material short- 
ages, not from priorities. “Indus- 
tries,” he said, “are not going with- 
out scarce materials because they 
are under priority control. They 
are under priority control because 
oo does not have enough of 
them.” 


Citing copper and steel as exam- 
ples, he added: “There simply is 
not enough material to go round. 
We are experiencing these short- 
ages because we are trying to see 
to it that Hitler is licked. And 
without priority control over short- 
ages, the nation would be plunged 
into the maddest, cruelest and most 
destructive industrial scramble you 
have ever seen. Chaos would follow 
and the little man would have ab- 
solutely no chance to survive. Pri- 
orities help him more than they 
hurt him.” 

Nelson revealed that SPAB would 
shortly issue an order drastically 
curtailing innumerable uses of cop- 
per. This must be done, he ex- 
plained, because ordinary civilian 
uses exceed the supply by more 
than 3 to 1. The minimum de- 
fense demands for copper next 
year, he said will total 1,500,000 
tons, against a maximum expected 
supply of 1,800,000 tons, leaving a 
margin of only 300,000 tons for ci- 
vilian requirements. 

A similar or apparently more 
stringent situation prevailed with 
regard to steel, he added. Arma- 
ment needs for steel next year will 
total 35,000,000 tons out of an es- 
timated output of 89,000,000 tons, 
while essential civilian needs are 
estimated at 59,000,000 tons—leav- 
ing an apparent shortage of 5,000,- 
000 tons. 


N. M. Acts to Relieve 
Farm Labor Shortage 


SANTA FE, N. M.—UTPS— 
Transient laborers entering New 
Mexico will be relieved of buying 
license plates of this state immedi- 
ately, it has been announced by 
Gov. John E. Miles. 


After remaining in the state for 
90 days they will be required to 
purchase New Mexico plates. The 
arrangement was made in order to 
relieve a farm labor’ shortage 
which threatens to cause serious 
losses in certain perishable farm 
products. 








_AUTOMOBILE FOREMEN learn airplane manufacturing. Part of Chrysler Corpora- 
tion’s aircraft training program includes the actual putting together, by the men who 
will eventually supervise the job, of the fuselage sections of the Martin medium bomber 
which the corporation will produce in volume in its new airplane plant in Detroit. More 
than 200 of these key men will be given an 8-weeks training course here to be followed 
by several weeks at one of the Martin plants before actually returning to Detroit to 
direct the work there. The above picture shows the first center fuselage section of a 
Martin bomber to be pwyt together, in Chrysler Corporation's Warren Avenue plant. 
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Chrysler Preparing Key Men 
For Airplane Production Job 


DETROIT. — Chrysler Corp. an- 
nounced last week that it has un- 
derway a program of training the 
men who will supervise the volume 
production of Martin Medium 
Bomber fuselage sections in its 
aircraft plant here, according to 
John Haien, director of this train- 
ing activity. 

“The training of men, accus- 
tomed to making automobiles, to 
make fuselage sections,” Haien 
said, “is difficult, because both the 
behavior of the metals used is dif- 
ferent and an entirely new tech- 
nique is involved.” 

In June, before the corporation 
ever received an order, but in anti- 
cipation of it, the corporation be- 
gan to expand its airplane training 
activities. A workshop was built, 
tools were procured and by August 
more than 100 men had been drawn 
from the corporation’s different 


Reynolds to Build 


New Aluminum 
Plant in Alabama 


NEW YORK.—Plans are being 
drawn for the third aluminum 
plant to be owned and operated by 
Reynolds Metals Co., according to 
announcement by R. S. Reynolds, 
president of the company. 

The new plant is expected to be 
located at Listerhill, Ala., in the 
Muscle Shoals district, where the 
Reynolds company already owns 
and operates an alumina plant and 
an aluminum plant producing forty 
million pounds of virgin aluminum 
a year. The company also oper- 
ates a rolling mill, producing 
aluminum sheets at the Listerhill 
site. The new aluminum plant is 
expected to increase Reynolds’ 
aluminum production to 160 million 
pounds a year. 

The new plant, like the other 
two now in operation, will be en- 
tirely owned by the Reynolds Met- 
als Co. 

Company officials would make 
no predictions as to when the third 
plant would be in operation, but 
pointed to the record made at Lis- 
terhill in the construction of the 
first plant, where aluminum was 
poured within five months and 28 
days after ground was broken at 
the site, + 
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plants for training in this essen- 
tial work. The training period is 
planned to last between six and 
eight weeks. In September an ad- 
ditional 80 men were added to the 
school and these 180° will form the 
nucleus of the general foremen, 
foremen and inspectors for the cor- 
poration’s airplane work. 

The top supervisory force for this 
plant, men with long experience in 
various manufacturing operations, 
acquainted themselves with prob- 
lems in airplane manufacture by 
months of study in different air- 
plane plants throughout the coun- 
try. Different from the tank job, 
these men did not have to design 
new machinery, tools and fixtures, 
because the Martin fuselage al- 
ready was being made and blue- 
prints, machines, etc., were already 
designed. Therefore, the top su- 
pervisory force’s principal job was 
to learn the general problems of 
aircraft manufacturing, plus the 
specific problems of the Martin 
bomber job. 


The theory behind the training 
of the airplane operation supervi- 
sory force is that every supervisor 
will have studied thoroughly the 
operation which he will supervise, 
have taken training on these oper- 
ations, and then have actually per- 
formed them in a plant where the 
operations are actually being done. 

When these men return from the 
Martin plant they will then put to- 
gether themselves the first two 


fuselage sections which Chrysler 


will build for Martin. 






















































Aircraft Exports 
In August 35% 
Of U. S. Output 


WASHINGTON. — Aeronautical 
Products exported during the 
month of August totaled $52,331,- 
213 (about 35 percent of the total 
estimated production), an increase 
of $9,386,000 over July, the U. S. 
department of commerce reported 
last week. This total represents 
the third highest month in the his- 
tory of the industry, being exceed- 
ed in April and May of this year 
with exports totaling $66,000,000 
poe! $54,000,000, respectively, it was 
said. 

Total aircraft exports, including 
land and seaplanes, numbered 533, 
for a total value of $35,123,134, an 
increase in value of 4.7 percent 
over July and 41.2 percent higher 
than in August, 1940. Engine ex- 
ports increased to a new all-time 
high, with 1,071 units valued at 
$7,667,725, as compared with 298 
= valued at $3,837,614 shipped in 

uly. 

Engine parts and accessories in- 
creased from $1,371,958 in July to 
$2,273,235 during the current month. 
Exports of parachutes and parts 
totaled $14,131 as compared with 
$1,329 during the previous month, 
which was the lowest monthly fig- 
ure reached since the defense pro- 
gram became active. Instruments 
and parts totaled $1,126,428, an in- 
crease of approximately $277,000 
over July. Propellers and parts 
exported totaled $1,417,120, an in- 
crease of $652,000 over the preced- 
ing month. 

Aircraft parts and accessories 
amounted to $4,709,440 as compared 
with $2,589,885 in July and repre- 
sented the largest month’s exports 
of these items during the current 
year. 

Total shipments of all aeronauti- 
cal products during the first eight 
months of 1941 were valued at 
$379,071,608, an increase of 91 per- 
cent over the same period of 1940, 
according to the report. 


Studebaker Gets 
Large Order for 
Aircraft Engines 


SOUTH BEND.—Actual signing 
of a $74,338,783 contract between 
the War Department and Stude- 
baker Corp. was announced last 
week, for the production of Wright 
airplane engines. 

The engines will be produced un- 
der license from Wright Aeronauti- 
cal Corp., Patterson, N. J. Stude- 
baker received a contract last Jan- 
uary for construction and equip- 
ping of three plants at a cost ex- 
ceeding $49,000,000 for the produc- 
tion of the engines. 

The number of engines covered 
by the award, the delivery date 
and other contract details were not 
disclosed by the War Department. 
The signing of the contract closed 
the deal which had been preceded 
by a letter of intent from the War 
Department last June. Although 
strict secrecy surrounds the pro- 
cessing and completion of the en- 
gines, it is understood that a plant 
in Fort Wayne, Ind., and another 
in Chicago will act as feeder plants 
in producing parts, and final as- 
sembly of the engines will be done 
in South Bend, as well as the test- 
ing. 





WILLYS-OVERLAND recently feted Lt.-Col. H. M. Reedall, executive officer of the 
Cleveland Ordnance district, at a special luncheon in Toledo. Joseph W. Frazer (stand- 
ing) presented the ordnance officer with a chrome-plated 155 mm. shell as a “token of 
the firm’s esteem for his close cooperation.” Seated at the speakers table are (left to 
right) Ward M. Canaday, chairman of the board of Willys; Lt.-Col. Reedall; Frazer; 
C. S. ye of 7 <a —— Willys director; and Vern R. Drum, vice- 
president in rge of manufacturing. Frazer discussed the firm’ 
$40,000,000 backlog of defense orders. = a 
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Colo. Truckers 
Probing Taxes 


DENVER — A committee of 26 
was named recently by A. S. Mark- 
ley, president of the Colorado Mo- 
tor Carriers Assn., to assist in an 


- investigation of truck taxes. Mark- 


ley was named to head the commit- 
' tee by Farrington R. Carpenter, 
» director of the state revenue de- 
partment, at a hearing on propos- 
» als to tax trucks on their actual 
’ rather than their factory - rated 
carrying capacities. Carpenter be- 
lieves the proposal would increase 


AUTOMOTIVE NEWS, OCTOBER 20, 1941 


Low ‘Common’ Demand 


state revenues by $500,000 annually. 

On this committee of 26 men are 
Dean Gillespie, Liberty Truck & 
Parts Co., and Tom Braden, sec- 
retary of the Denver Automobile 
Dealers Assn. 

Charles D. Vail, state highway 
engineer, has requested Carpenter 
to plan no new taxing policy on 
trucks until he returns from the 
American Assn. of State Highway 
Officials’ convention at Detroit. To 
eliminate jallopies and keep trans- 
port truck traffic moving faster, 
Vail says he favors enforcement of 
a state law allowing patrolmen to 
remove excess tonnage from car- 
riers when it is discovered. 


OPM Sets Up System to 


Check Unemployment 

WASHINGTON. — To check 
quickly on all serious cases of 
priorities unemployment, a new 
system of reporting was set up 
last week by the OPM. 

The 1,500 public employment 
offices of the federal-state em- 
ployment service system have 
been directed to make immedi- 
ate reports of layoffs or short- 
ening of average weekly hours 
of work, caused by shortages of 
materials or parts or because of 
a government curtailment order. 


Puzzle on 


By Dana Stuart 
Wall Street Correspondent 


NEW YORK. — Common stocks 
still are not in great demand. This, 
in spite of all the talk of inflation. 
Whether it means anything or not, 
sentiment in Wall Street appears to 
be taking on a slightly more opti- 
mistic tone concerning the output 
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FOR 15,000,000 LISTENERS 


A mile from shore, in the middle of Long Island 


Sound, stands a man-made island —sea-born foothold 


for a giant tower with a giant’s voice. This is WABC’s 


new 50,000-watt transmitter—the perfect voice of 


radio, serving 15,000,000 listeners as they have never 


been served in the past. Serving 10,000,000 of them 


with a signal two to ten times stronger than before! 


The secret? 


The secret is that mile—the most important mile 


in radio—the mile of salt water which surrounds this 


engineering miracle on all four sides. 


That “salt-water-start” for a radio program, that 


first perfect mile, is like the first perfect skip of a 


stone—which sends it true and far. 


WABC is the only 50,000-watt station on the eastern 


seaboard with this over-water start in all directions— 


east to both shores of the Sound—south through 


Queens and Brooklyn—north through New York and 


Connecticut — west through the heart of Manhattan 


and the homes of New Jersey. 


Key station of the Columbia network, feeding CBS 


programs to 124 network stations and 120,000,000 


listeners from coast to coast—the new WABC delivers 


those programs to the 15,000,000 nearest listeners 


with new strength, new clarity, new brilliance! 


The New WABC, New York 


KEY STATION OF THE COLUMBIA BROADCASTING SYSTEM 


Wall Street 


for equity prices. In fact, there are 
some who are looking for the be- 
ginning of a strong upward move- 
ment in stocks to start most any 


da . 

But others are just as certain 
that until the next phase of: the 
publi c ill sh wie "ieee “ 
public wi ow e interest 
securities, 

Something of a phenomenon has 
occu recently. The Securitie 
and Exchange Commission (through 
individual members) deplored tt 
lack of investment interest in com- 
mon stocks. On many past occa- 
sions the SEC has deplored specu- 
lation through investment in com- 
mon stocks but now it seems the 
i is overdoing its temperance. 
t has become almost a teetotaler, 
when apparently the SEC only 
wanted it to reduce its speculation. 

And what is more amazi 4. 
SEC now suggests that the ‘ike n- 


money into common stocks. And 
the shares of operati 

panies are particularily 

attention, says the government 
agency’s representatives. 

The SEC believes that businéss 
enterprises should sell more com- 
mon stock to the public and fewer 
bonds. It blames the investment 
bankers for insisting on the “sure 
thing” bond for the investor — 
than the speculative common 
The fact that investment bankers 
long have favored ty financing 
as opposed to bonded indebtedness 
seems to mean nothing at this 
stage of the game. The reason the 
bankers and the companies they 
act for have gone in for more 
bonds in recent years can be found 
in the earlier attacks by the gov- 
ernment on the very type of finan- 
~ it now advocates. , 

nd there are some who are 
wondering if the SEC isn’t advo- 
cating common stock investments 
by the life insuranee com es 80 
that the government will have a 
greater excuse to extend its super- 
vision of private industry to in- 
clude those insurance ts. That 
ial ox be on pee an th 

as far as public apa 

concerned, it must be remembered 
that rising taxation and increased 
government controls and the fear, 
that government - built defense 
plants will be used after the war to 
compete with private industry, pre- 
sent more of a threat to the com- 
mon stock than to the bond. When 
some of these things are consid- 
ered, it is little wonder that the 
public is not gobbling up common 
stocks even though high yields are 
available on the basis of present 
prices and dividends, 


Sales Discussion 
For Dealers Being 
Held by Pontiac 


PONTIAC. — Pontiac dealers 
from the 23 zones of Pontiac are 


meeting with company executives 
in Pontiac today (Oct. 20) for a 
general discussion of the current 
automobile picture, according to 
D. U. Bathrick, general sales man- 


ager. 

The dealers are being invited for 
a free and open ex ge of ideas 
on merchandising strategy, selling 
methods, used cars, service, en- 
gineering and production. . 

“We at the factory know that 
the 1942 Pontiacs are just as good 
as ever,” said Bathrick, “but we 
want to find out from these dealers 
how the public is reacting to them. 
We get daily reports from our 
zone managers but we believe a 
meeting like this will give us the 
best public reaction to such things 
as increased prices, time payment 
terms, as well as a score of other 
important things that will come up 
during the informal talks. 

“Also, we are sure the dealers 
will welcome the chance to discuss 
their mutual interests with dealers 
from other parts of the country.” 
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the 4th Dimension 
Automotive Linage Dips; 


42 Budgets Steady 
By Pete Wemhoff 


Linage 

With the automotive classifica- 
tion showing a sharp drop, adver- 
tising linage in newspapers of 52 
cities measured by Media Records 
registered an increase of only 0.4 
percent for September over a year 
ago, as compared with an August 
gain of 4 percent. Automotive lin- 
age was off 40.8 percent and the 
only other decline was in classified, 
with 2.6 percent. For the first nine 
months of the year, total linage 
was 3.2 percent greater than last 
year. 

The largest September increase 
was recorded by financial, which 
rose 16.1 percent. General adver- 
tising was up 5.5 percent; retail 

copy, 3.3 percent; department 
stores, 2 percent, and total dis- 
play, 1.2 percent. 

For the first nine months, finan- 
cial was also ahead with a gain of 

6.8 percent. Classified was up 6.1 
percent for the period; retail, 4.5 
percent; department stores, 4.1 per- 
cent, and total display, 2.4 percent. 
Automotive linage for the nine 
months decreased 8 percent, while 
general was 2 percent lower. 


Budgets 


Advertising for 1942 will show 
little change from this year, if na- 
tional advertisers hold to budgets 
now being made up. A recent sur- 
vey showed that 72 percent would 
make no change in budgets; 13 per- 
cent would reduce them; another 
13 percent would increase them; 
and the remaining 2 percent was 
undecided as yet. 

Most of the gains were scheduled 
for the food, drug and insurance 
field. Reductions were planned in 
the automotive, household appli- 
ances and radio set industries. 
Since it is possible that the in- 
creases may offset the declines, the 
total dollar volume for next year 
may not be very greatly changed 
from this year’s figure. 


Attacks 


A joint meeting of the Assn. of 
National Advertisers and the 
American Assn. of Advertising 
Agencies will be held Nov. 13-15 at 
the Homstead, Hot Springs, Va., to 
analyze attacks on advertising and 
to formulate sound answers to 
them. The sessions will immediate- 
ly follow the annual closed meet- 
ing of the ANA at the same place 
on Nov. 12. The ANA meeting, 
usually a three-day event, will be 


LET YOUR 
TYPIST DECIDE! 


to do better work faster! 

Chances are — she'll pick a 

Royal. Let us place one of 

these easy-writing machines in 

yout office on free trial. Just 
us. 


RUYAL 


WORLD’S NO.1 
TYPEWRITER 


Royal Typewriter Company, Inc. 
2 Park Avenue, New York, N. Y. 


Branches and Representatives 
the World Over 
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OOWNTOWN ~ REAL F000 AND 
SERVICE - NEARBY PARKING ~ 
PRIVATE BATH 
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limited to one day, because of the 
joint conference. 

Invitations will be issued to 
executives of advertising media 
and suppliers, and to representa- 
tives of other interested groups. 
Because of the importance of the 
subject to all concerned with ad- 
vertising, the cooperation of 
other groups will be sought and 
representative delegations from 
them will be invited to attend 
and participate in the joint meet- 
ing, it was said. 

Purpose of the meeting is to 
place before the producers and 
users of advertising the facts re- 
lating to the threats to national 
brands and the advertising of 
them, to present basic facts about 
the economic operation of adver- 
tising and its vital place in main- 
taining an expanding economy, and 
to consider what should be done. 
Although the announcement did 
not go into further details, the 
advertising field in recent months 
has been disturbed by various gov- 
ernment activities in regard to 
advertising, such as the oil ques- 
tionnaire and the Federal Trade 
Commission questionnaire on al- 
lowances. 


Rep 
Austin F. Christie, who has been 
a member of the national adver- 
tising staff of the Wall Street 
Journal in New York, will now 
represent that publication in Mich- 
igan and Ohio, making his head- 
quarters in the Murphy building, 
Detroit. 

Before joining the Journal, 
Christie represented the Rochester 
Journal and the Brooklyn Eagle. 


Discounts 

American Weekly has inaugu- 
rated a system of quantity dis- 
counts for space used within a 
year by advertisers, to become ef- 
fective Jan. 1. 

Discounts are 2 percent on $100,- 
000 worth of business, 4 percent on 
$250,000, 5 percent on $350,000 and 
7 percent on $500,000. The con- 
tinuity discounts, which have pre- 
viously been in force, will continue. 


Returns 

March of Time has returned to the 
airwaves over 111 NBC-Blue sta- 
tions each Thursday at 8:00 p.m. 
EST (repeat broadcast to the Pa- 
cific Coast at 8:00 p.m., PST). The 
series, which has been off the air 
for two years, is sponsored by 
Time, Inc., publishers of Time 
magazine. 

Though the program retains the 
same flavor as when aired by its 
current sponsor from 1931 to 1939, 
it has been revised for more com- 
prehensive and integrated treat- 
ment of news. 


Addition 


Raymond Gilleaudeau, president 
of United Newspapers Magazine 
Corp., publishers of This Week 
magazine, announces that, begin- 
ning Jan. 3, This Week magazine 
will be distributed in the Phila- 
delphia market through the Sat- 
urday edition of the Philadelphia 
Bulletin. 


Birth 

Irving H. MacKenzie, space buy- 
er for J. Stirling Getchell, fathered 
a son, Craig Alan, at Harper hos- 
pital, Detroit, on Oct. 9. Mrs. Mac- 
Kenzie is the former Rita Love. 


Notes 

Bob LaBlonde has succeeded 
Bob Strother as top publicity man 
on Ford at McCann - Erickson; 
Strother joins Time, Inc., editorial 
office in Detroit. 

James Tanham, Texas Co. public 
relations director, has been named 
a director of the company. 

Brobuck, Inc., makers of “pictur- 
ized presentations, has opened) 
larger sales and editorial offices in 
the Boulevard building, Detroit. 

Elliott Shumaker, who has been 
in charge of Detroit Free Press| 
automotive advertising for the past | 
10 years, has been made national | 
advertising manager. He succeeds | 
Paul Mixter, who has become pub- 
nea of the South Haven (Mich.) 

ne. 
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1942 CROSLEY Master convertible cabriolet. 


Crosley Reveals 1942 Line; 


One New Model Is Added 


CINCINNATI. — With improved 
motor performance and new refine- 
ments in body styling, seven mod- 
els of the 1942 Crosley car are now 
in production, it was announced 
here last week. 


One entirely new model has been 
added to the Crosley line in 1942. 
This is the Liberty sedan with an 
all-steel, turret-top body of heavy 
gauge bonderized steel with frame 
constructed of channel sections, 
ruggedly welded. The Liberty se- 
dan is finished in two-toned, baked- 
on-enamel— Washington blue below 
the belt line and Nassak gray 
above. Trim on inside is of brown 
leather fabric. Interior of top is 
finished in a beige shade. Handy 
pockets are placed on the doors. 

Both the 1942 Station Wagon and 
the Panel Delivery car have been 
re-styled. The bodies are longer 
and wider, it is said, than in the 
1941 cars, providing more passen- 
ger and luggage room. There is 
new beauty in the body lines as 
the gracefully curved roof adds 
greatly to the streamlined appear- 
ance, It seats four passengers and 
rear seat may be removed to pro- 
vide maximum carrying space. 
Built in a _ natural finish, its 
smooth, ribless interior is improved 
in both safety and appearance, it 
is claimed. 

Similar in its body-lines to the 
new station wagon is the 1942 
Crosley Panel Delivery car, which 
has also been similarly re-styled. 
This is a completely-enclosed mod- 
el panelled in natural woods. The 
contents are accessible through a 
double tailgate in the rear. 


_ The Parkway Delivery car, with 
its open driver’s compartment and 
enclosed delivery storage space is 
again available in 1942. This model 
is adapted for the use of a wide 
variety of business enterprises re- 
quiring a retail delivery service. 

Two convertible passenger car 

models are included in the 1942 
line. The Victory convertible sedan 
seats four persons and the top can 
be lowered or raised quickly and 
easily. The three-position adjust- 
able front seats is said to provide 
ample leg-room. If desired, the rear 
seat may be removed to provide 
extra storage space. It is finished 
in a choice of canary yellow with 
inside trim of red leather fabric, 
or Washington blue with inside 
trim of brown leather fabric. The 
top, also, comes in optional colors 
—tan inside and out trimmed in 
red, or black outside and gray in- 
side with red trim. 
_ The Master convertible cabriolet 
is also a four-passenger model, 
with two front seats and a spacious 
rear seat that is claimed to provide 
ample leg-room for four passen- 
gers. It is finished in dark blue and 
interior trim is of gray leather 
fabric. 

The Pick-Up Delivery is designed 
to answer most merchants’ general 
delivery problem. It is an all-pur- 
pose truck model, which carries a 
500-pound pay-load. Its all-steel 
body is of rugged construction and 
is finished in blue, baked-on enam- 
el. The seats and lining are of 
brown leather fabric, and the olive 
drab top of 8-ounce army duck is 
of the draw-rope type. 
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Labor Upsetting | W 
Output Schedules, 


Hudson Close — 


By Harry A. Williams 
Associate Editor 

DETROIT.—Labor continyy, 
last week to be a big stumblin, 
block to automobile makers try; 
to meet production schedules, 
two-week old strike at the Midlan 
Steel Products Co., Clevelan 


halted assembly lines at Hudso, GENER 
after forcing Studebaker to clog aon 
down during the previous weg, BU 7 
Midland is the principal supplie han > 


of body frames for Hudson ay 
Studebaker. ' aoe 
A total of 13,000 men are idle y CHR 


Hudson and Studebaker, and fy. Plym¢ 
ther unemployment in other supph Dodge 
branches of the motor industry) Chrys! 
which are dependent on car p e So 
duction, is threatened, if the st eat 


is not terminated soon. ° 
Buick and Willys, also supplig pede 
by Midland, were able to continy, _ Linco 


output during the past week, by STUDE! 
it was reported they would HUDSO 
forced to slow down in the com NASH 
week. PACKA 
Meanwhile, in a report to WILLY: 
Tolan Congressional Committe) MISCEI 
last week, R. J. Thomas, preside , 
of the UAW-CIO, urged the f TOT. 
eral government to make an ov *Revi: 
all transition of the automotive in, Autocar 


Mack, F 


— 


Ick 
A 


dustry to defense production, as ¥ 
means of preventing widespreaj 
unemployment of automobile wo 
ers. 

Thomas again brought up, th 
union’s contention that a larg 
percentage of automotive machi 
tools, now operating at only 35 5 

























cent of capacity, could be adapt NEW 
for defense output. of Ame 

In the meantime,  speculatio} will be 
arose last week in regards to th Francis 


NLRB elections scheduled for Oct! Calif., } 
29 in 14 subsidiary plants of th} last wee 


Ford Motor Co. in Michigan. Arran 

The elections involve the UAW: pleted 1 
CIO and UAW-AFL, and, in th} Harold 
event AFL should win in any @} chairma 
the plants, a _ serious problem) Relation 
arises as to whether workers @ Boyd jr. 
the Rouge plant would hand dress th 
parts coming from an AFL platti5. Spea 
since the present CIO con session 
grants optional use of the i Ralph K 
label on Ford cars, the label rea#icoord 
ing “Union-made, UAW-CIO.” managir 

A similar situation was the riof Furt 
cent jurisdictional strike called bl} Commar 
the CIO at the Novi Equipmen) Navy, B 
Co. in Novi, Mich., which is largeh) Topics 
dependent on Ford for business. 4 ...cions 
large group of AFL member autemet 
joined the CIO under the oa i i 
that Ford dies would be removeil “on tec 
from the Novi plant to a CIO plan leum, c 
if they did not join the CIO. _ | lines, re 

The 14 Michigan plants are now subjects 
covered by the CIO, but the RD) 


» Electic 
decided that the question of rep} ———— 
resentation was still open and or 
dered the elections. 

Striking CIO workers at the 
Hillsdale Mfg. Co., in Hillsde 
(Mich.) were ordered back to wo 
last week by Thomas pending # 
hearing before the National De 
fense Mediation Board, thus end) 
ing the tieup in production 0 
Army vehicles. AFL recently wot) 
a close NLRB election at the 
Hillsdale plant. In support of thi 


N 


strike, CIO members of the Spite] —par¢ 
Mfg. Co., refused to work on ites 


grounds that their contract state Arkansas 
that CIO workers are not required 
to handle parts from a_ struch| Connectic 


plant. Idaho 


Plymouth Plans [ins 
To Speed Tank |“ 


‘ Louisiana 
Parts Productio 


Michigan 
DETROIT.—New plans to § Minnesot: 
production of M-3 medium ta as 
by bringing into play addition®) Montana 
mass production facilities at Pl) Nebraska 
mouth and other automobile plant 


were announced last week by D.*) New Ham 
Eddins, president of Plymouth 4) 
vision. 

“Major importance of this 2) North Ca 
plan,” Eddins said, “lies in the fa") 
that the increased flow of tat) Rhode Is! 
parts which will be produced, ™ south ca, 
be used for a two-fold purpose. 

“Lessons already learned in ®) South Da! 
tual tank construction now ena Utah” 

Virginia 


New Jers 








Chrysler to adapt additional ¥ 
ume capacity to this work at 
Plymouth factory. For the P 
ent, it will be conducted in a § 
arate part of the factory spec 
ly assigned, where production 
tank parts on a quantity basis 
get under way in the shortest 
sible time.” 
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let} Relations Committee; 
' Boyd jr., API vice-president, to ad- 


Mi Harold L. Ickes; 


PRODUCTION—REGISTRATIONS 





AN’s Production Estimate 
(U. S. and Canada) 














WEEKS ENDED OCT. 18, OCT. 11 
Jan.1 Jan.1 
Week Same Week Oct. to 
Ended Week Ended to Oct.19 Oct. 18 
Oct.18 1940* Oct.11* Date 1940* 1941* 
GENERAL MOTORS .. 34,525 48,102 34,469 
Chevrolet? ........... 21,000 26,500 20,983 54,584 841,569 1,057,620 
Sere 5,150 7,581 5,144 13,308 229,180 315,304 
PED. Sec vveccevcves 4,100 6,900 4,092 10,830 178,369 289,704 
Oldsmobile .......... 3,450 5,951 3,427 9,082 157,397 192,913 
ee 825 1,170 823 2,125 27,064 48,695 
CHRYSLER ............ 20,125 26,150 20,081 48,454 762,195 942,964 
Plymouth? ........... 8,950 14,220 8,931 21,194 398,100 482,745 
BET. sede wwnsiviaw cd 6,900 6,500 6,888 17,778 220,929 301,473 
EIRENE cc cessswceses 2,550 3,330 2,543 5,680 83,536 124,308 
OO 5.60.54 6-044400 0 1,725 2,100 1,719 3,802 59,630 84,438 
a 604 6.4.05 44.46.05 6-088 19,784 21,120 18,873 41,370 712,038 838,704 
NS 6.0 Ca. u.0s Baiw COU 17,446 18,395 12,146 386,351 622,860 731,553 
MEE. S5.6acicasdven 1,988 2,000 1,349 4,088 67,972 92,455 
EL Bsiaiiie4s 4.6v. 0/60 400 7125 378 981 21,206 14,696 
@ STUDEBAKER+ ...... t 2,986 1,023 2,884 91,886 101,908 
v DEOET. svbe viv bauans 561 2,964 1,639 3,124 72,846 66,174 
oo. Sree ee eae 1,720 1,984 1,720 4,473 40,180 64,010 
PACKARD ............ 1,700 1,915 1,650 4,423 57,164 60,175 
WEHLLYST ..06.... os a 460 1,052 467 1,221 18,8382 26,021 
MISCELLANEOUS}; ... 7,700 6,550 7,681 20,046 292,112 $23,747 
EN S604 1btwanes 86,575 112,773 82,603 215,924 3,480,832 4,277,939 


*Revised. tIncludes trucks. Miscellaneous includes Crosley, Henney, 
Autocar, Brockway, Diamond T, Divco, Federal, GMC, International, 
Mack, Reo, Sterling, White, Bantam, etc. 


Ickes Listed as 


At API Conclave Nov. 3-7 


NEW YORK.—Annual meeting 
of American Petroleum Institute 


# will be held in the Palace and St. 


Francis hotels at San Francisco, 


Arrangements have been com- 
pleted for Petroleum Coordinator 
Tom Connally, 
chairman of the Senate Foreign 
and W. R. 


dress the first general session, Nov. 
5. Speakers at the second general 
session the following day will be 
Ralph K. Davies, deputy petroleum 
coordinator; Alfred P. Haake, 
managing director, National Assn. 
of Furniture Manufacturers; and 
Commander T. G. Galbraith, Royal 


en’ Navy, British supply council. 


Topics to be discussed at group 
sessions include fire protection, 


.,, automotive transportation, produc- 








aj tion technology, properties of petro- 
1) leum, 


corrosion of gasoline pipe 
lines, refining procedure, and other 


ow subjects to be announced later. 


Election of a successor to the 


Key Speaker 


late Axtell J. Byles as president of 
the institute is also among the 
agenda for the meeting of the in- 
stitute’s board of directors to be 
at the annual meeting. 

The board also will elect seven 
other officers of the institute and 
eight members of its own body, 
while 47 other directors whose 
terms expire this year will be nom- 
inated by the board of councillors 
at San Francisco and elected by 
the members. 


Six New Tires Added 
To Line by Goodrich 


AKRON. — With the hauling of 
freight by motor truck at a new 
high because of defense activities, 
B. F. Goodrich Co. announces the 
addition of six new tires built with 
rayon cords for “stop-and- go” 
trucking operations. 

The new tires are added to the 
Store-Door Silvertown line which 
features tires designed for long 
mileage requirements and with 
greater reserve carrying capacity, 
the announcement said. 


Ford Increase 
Offsets Strike in 
Supplier Plant 


DETROIT.—With Ford Motor 
Co. ironing out labor differences 


89,929 1,433,579 1,854,286 | that had held Ford’s production at 


about 2,500 units 

daily, since the 
AUTOMOTIVE NEWS 1010” vodel run 
Production Estimate 


began several 
weeks ago, to- 
tal production 
in the past 
week rose to 
86,575 units, de- 
spite a supplier 
strike that halt- 
ed output at 
Hudson and 
Studebaker. 
This com- 
pared with total 
output of 82,603 
new cars and 
trucks in the 
previous week, 
while in the 
comparable pe- 
riod of 1940, a 
total of 112,773 
vehicles were 


built. 


The two-week-old strike at the 
Midland Steel Products Co., Cleve- 
land, supplier of frames for Hud- 
son, Studebaker, Willys and Buick, 
forced Hudson to halt its final as- 
sembly line Tuesday, while Stude- 
baker closed down in the previous 
week, Willys and Buick were able 
to continue operations. 

In the General Motors group all 
divisions continued at a _ steady 
pace during the past week, with 
total output at 34,525 cars and 
trucks. This compared with 34,649 
units turned out in the previous 
week and a total of 48,102 vehicles 
built in the like period last year. 

Chrysler divisions likewise re- 
mained steady last week with 20,- 
125 units assembled, to compare 
with 20,081 vehicles turned out in 
the previous week. A total of 26,150 
cars and trucks were built in the 
same week of 1940. 

In the Ford group, total assem- 
blies for the week hit 19,784 cars 
and trucks, as compared with 13,- 
873 units built in the previous week 
and 21,120 vehicles assembled in 
the comparable period last year. 

All independents, except Hudson 
and Studebaker were operating at 
peak capacity. 


112,773— 
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. Week’s Production Continues Rise to 86,575 Units 





Passenger Car Registrations 
Eight Months, plus 25 States for September 











1941 % 1940% 
Sept. of 1941 of 1940 «Unit 
to Date Pos. 1941 Industry Pos. 1940 Industry Pos. Gain 

Chevrolet ..... 7,882 2 756,795 24.0 1 600,131 25.1 1 156,664 
NE Went 005.608 9,724 1 510,646 16.2 2 391,130 16.3 2 119,516 
Plymouth ..... 7,329 3 380,876 12.1 3 310,723 12.9 3 70,153 
ee 2,379 6 262,814 83 4 193,766 8.1 4 69,048 
Pontiac ...... 2,729 5 242,278 7.7 6&8 156,818 6.6 5 85,460 
Oldsmobile ... 1,575 11 197,541 6.3 6 135,209 5.7 7 62,332 
WOGRO. svsvosss 3,886 4 177,951 5.6 7% 148,787 6.2 6 29,164 
Chrysler ...... 2,085 8 122,411 3.9 8 70,429 29 9 51,982 
Studebaker ... 2,123 7 91,802 29 9 70,956 3.0 8 20,846 
oS eee 1,551 12 76,046 2.4 10 651,743 2.2 13 24,303 
Mercury ...... 994 13 68,152 2.2 11 #£59,121 2.5 10 9,031 
ED bbs eekee 833 14 66,106 21 12 #£38,278 16 14 27,828 
BRUCE ci cee. 2,073 9 58,900 1.9 18 55,297 23 11 3,603 
Packard ...... 1,740 10 51,054 1.6 14 # 651,777 2.2 12 723* 
Oa 451 15 49,924 16 15 23,547 96 15 26,377 
WHER sctcvece 424 16 18,301 60 16 15,575 63 16 2,726 
EMIOGE cnccces 235 17 #15,079 51 17 14,875 62 17 204 
Miscellaneous. 74 2,864 .09 4,822 19 1,958* 

TOTAL...... 48,087 8,149,540 100% 2,392,984 100% 156,556 
*Loss 
Crude Rubber Plant Activity 

o (Week Ending Oct. 18) 
Consumption OUTPUT UNITS WORKING 


Lower in Sept. 


NEW YORK. — September con- 
sumption of crude rubber by do- 
mestic rubber manufacturers was 
53,655 long tons, according to the 
Rubber Manufacturers Assn., Inc. 
Consumption during September 
was 3.1 percent under August but 
was 2.3 percent above September 
a year ago. 

Gross imports for September to- 
taled 81,743 long tons, according to 
the U. S. department of commerce. 
This represents a decrease of 23.3 
percent under August but is 3.5 
percent over September, 1940. 

Total domestic stocks at the end 
of September, including govern- 
ment reserves, totaled 473,684 long 
tons. This is 6.2 percent above Aug. 
31 stocks, and 115 percent over the 
stocks estimated for Sept. 30, 1940. 

Stocks in the hands of the United 
States government Sept. 30 were 
236,090 long tons—an increase of 
3.3 percent over Aug. 31, this year. 
Stocks afloat for United States 
ports on Sept. 30 were 139,784 long 
tons. 

Reclaimed rubber consumption 
during Sept. totaled 24,032 long 
tons; production, 24,678 long tons; 
and stocks on hand Sept. 30, 38,055 
long tons. 

Chris Sinsedaugh's sparkling 

8 t 


“Sparks” column read by the 
“‘wide-awake”’ in industry. F 


Buick....... steady; 5,150, five days 
Cadillac...... steady; 825, five days 
Chevrolet. .steady; 21,000, 
Chrysler....steady; 2,550, 
De Soto....steady; 1,725, 


Dodge...... steady; 6,900, five days 
POOR eveseees se; 17,446, five days 
Hudson........ drop; 561, two days 
Lincoln.......... rise; 400, five days 
Mercury....... rise; 1,938, five days 
Nash....... steady; 1,720, five days 


Oldsmobile. .steady; 3,450, five days 
Packard....... rise; 1,700, five days 
Plymouth. ..steady; 8,950, five days 
Pontiac..... steady; 4,100, five days 
Studebaker 


Truck Tep Ten 


First Ten in Re- 
ported in Automotive News tors 
1941 


Pos. Make Pos. 
1—164,669 Chevrolet 1838,198— 1 


7,167 Plymouth 

6,882 Mack 

6,814 White 

4,568 DiamondT 4,545— 8 

3,602 Studebaker 882—15 

Total All Makes 

493,748 395,540 

These figures do NOT include 
government deliveries. 








New Passenger Car Registrations, 25 States for September, 1941-1940 


Figures supplied by R. L. Polk & Co., New York City area by Sherlock & Arnold and New Jersey figures by Automotive Listings Inc., Trenton, N. J. 
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Inventories Still Remain Low; 


Sales Demand Definitely Off 


Special to Automotive News 

CHICAGO. — Completed and an- 
nounced simultaneously, the month- 
ly used car sales and inventory 
report and the semi-monthly tele- 
phone survey of the Chicago Auto- 
mobile Trade Assn. last week re- 
vealed a slowing down in sales 
which, despite low inventories, sent 
stocks skyward on the basis of 
days’ supply. 

As of Oct. 1, the supply of used 
cars was 38 days as against 25 days 


4 De Soto Dealers 
To Stress Service 


In New Buildings 


DETROIT.—Four new De Soto- 
Plymouth showrooms ae 
a total ar yp po in bui ein gas 
equipment of approximately - 
000,. will be dedicated here next 


week, 

Each of the dealerships is broad- 
casting invitations to everyone for 
a housewarming celebration at 
which radio stars will appear in 

rson, prizes will be awarded, and 

ree entertainment provided. 

One of the features of each perly 
will be a prize balloon race in whic 
gas-filled balloons will be released 
carrying cash certificates. Anyone 
returning the certificates to the 
showroom will be paid the amount 
indicated on the certificate. 

At the dedication ceremonies, the 
spotlight will be focused on the 
service departments. Brand new 
equipment of the latest design has 
been purchased and every detail for 
the service customer’s convenience 
has been carefully planned. 


WANT ADS— 


Ten cents per word per inser- 
tion. Twenty-five cents per word 
for three insertions. 

WANT AD DEPARTMENT 


Automotive News, Detroit 











COLLECTION METHOD 
AUTOMOTIVE COLLECTION SYS- 
TEM—Complete—(4) Notices, (3) 
Final Forms. Samples, literature 
and testimonials sent FREE. 
uaranteed. eer 
Mercantile Forms Company, 
11 Avon St., Providence, R. I. 


POSITION WANTED 
AVAILABLE—Business or sales execu- 
tive, cognizant of present economic 
conditions that necessitate maximum 
profit on every new car deal; profit 
on used cars and profit on parts and 
service. To determine mutual in- 
terests, please correspond through 
Box 279, Automotive News, Detroit. 


WANTED 

POSITION as sales manager or used 
car manager by young man now em- 
loyed by a Packard distributor. No 
oater or liquor head; best sales rec- 
ord for 12 years, and references. Ad- 
ress Box , Automotive News, 

Detroit, Mich. 


WANTED—1917 12-cylinder Pathfinder. 
Hayden Shepley, 99 Warren S&t., 
Brookline, Mass. 


a 
YOUR LABEL ON 
EVERY WRAPPER 





JOHN JONES MOTOR CO. 
YOUR TOWN 
STATE 


C1147 JUNE 1942 





Indicates the month and year in 
which your subscription will EX- 
PIRE. If you receive a return 
fard in any issue it is with the 
ope that some member of your or- 
ganization may desire to enter an 
individual subscription to Automo- 
tive News mailed regularly to any 
address he may indicate, 
CIRCULA 


TION MANAGER 








Sept. 1 and 41.7 days Oct. 1 last 
year. All yearly models had big 
gains in days’ supply as compared 
with the preceding month, but later 
models were down by comparison 
with Oct. 1, 1940. 

Inventories on Oct. 1 were 6,356 
used cars, a sharp gain over sales 
of 4,954 units during September, a 
tabulation of returns from 202 out- 
lets showed. 

The Oct. 15 telephone survey dis- 
closed that demand dropped from 
fair to weak in the first two weeks 
of the month. The consensus was 
that prices remained steady and 
late models continued to be the 


best sellers. Inventories were de-/|S 


scribed as “very low.” 

Under “comments,” the phone 
survey states that “poor selection 
is affecting demand; later model 
cars continue in demand largely be- 
cause there are very few old model 
cars on the market; wholesale de- 
mand is good, but dealers are not 
selling wholesale.” 

The report notes that one reason 
for sales resistance is the public’s 
misconception that a 10 percent tax 
is assessed on both new and used 
cars. They are doing their best to 
straighten out this impression by 
ae that the net increase is 
only 2% percent, with a decrease 
from 3 to 2 percent in the Illinois 
occupational tax partially offset- 
ting the increase of 3% percent in 
the new federal excise tax. 


ASM Schedules 
Group Meetings 


CLEVELAND. —In view of the 
National Metal Congress to be held 
in Philadelphia, Oct. 20-24, Ameri- 
can Society for Metals has arranged 
to hold national defense group meet- 
ings and forums. 

Conservation and _ substitution 
necessitated by the national emer- 
= will be discussed at the meet- 


gs. 

The following topics will be dis- 
cussed: aluminum, magnesium, cop- 
per, zinc, molybdenum high speed 
steels, tool steels, priorities, pig iron 
and scrap, and a series of talks on 
conservation and substitution of al- 
loyed metals. 


Thermoid Names Klaus, 


Shell Vice-Presidents 
TRENTON, N. J.—Thermoid Co., 
here, announces the appointment 
of Charles A. Klaus and Carl A. 
Schell to the po- 
sitions of vice- 
presidents. The 
announce- 
ment was made 
by Fred Schluter, 
president, follow- 
ing a recent 





C. A. Klaus 


meeting of the 
board of direc- 
tors. 

Klaus has been 
with Thermoid 11 
years. He joined 

C. A. Schell the company as a 
fleet engineer 
and served in that capacity for 
five years. His present capacity is 
director of automotive replacement 
sales. Schell has been associated 
with Thermoid for 24 years and is 
its chief sales and development 
engineer. 








Knockaert to Manage 


Studebaker S. A. Branch 

SOUTH BEND. — Announcement 
is made by R. A. Hutchinson, vice 
president and general manager of 
Studebaker Export Corp., of the 
appointment of Romain Knockaert 
as Studebaker manager for the east 
coast of South America. 

Knockaert, who has already as- 
sumed his new duties, has an un- 
usually broad experience, having 


been connected for years with 


Studebaker European headquarters 
in Brussels. 


HUDSON DISTRIBUTORS from Johannesburg 
last week to confer with factory officials. Above, A. C. Germann (right center), 


rt manager, and 
merchandising manager, 
Motors, Ltd., an 


Skilled craftsmen. .36 cents 34 cents 
32 cents 31 cents 
29 cents 27 cents 

For the fourth grade, apprentices, 
boys and youths, minimum wages 
are fixed according to age, and are 
fixed as a percentage of skilled 
rates, as follows: 16, 30 percent; 17, 
35 percent; 18, 47% percent; 19, 55 
percent, and 20, 65 percent. 

With regard to hours of work, 
the agreement states that the nor- 
mal day-time shift shall consist of 
48 hours, worked as follows: 

Monday, 9 hours, between 7 a. m. 


Other workers 


Tuesday to Friday, 8% hours per 
ay. 
Saturday, 5 hours between 7 a. m. 


Other clauses concern night shifts, 
seven-day working, overtime, holi- 
days with pay. As an alternative to 
the 48-hour week plus overtime, em- 
ployers have the option of spread- 
ing work over a seven-day week, 
each employe being allowed one 
day off per week. 


Overtime rates are fixed at time- 
and-a-third for the first two hours 
over the normal day shift with time 
and a half thereafter, and double 
time on Sundays. Work done on 
public holidays and the first four 
days of the annual paid holiday 
week, must be paid for at time and 
a half rate, with double time for 
Christmas Day (New Year’s Day in 
Scotland) and Good Friday. 

Each employe with more than 
12 months’ service is entitled under 





Service Drive On 


In South Bend 


SOUTH BEND.—The South Bend- 
Mishawaka Automotive Trades 
Assn. is sponsoring a series of ad- 
vertisements in local papers stress- 
ing that defense will be aided by 
good servicing of cars presently 


stressed is that the 
conserves oil, 


and other mate- 
rials needed for defense by proper 


service on his car and that th. 
authorized dealer does it best. 


gasoline, rubber 


Chicago Used Car Stocks Jump in Septembe 





Roberts (left center), advertising and 


t Stanley Edmiston, right, general manager of 
Charles Anderson, left, manager of the assembly | -. 
plant for Stanley Motors, both of whom report flourishing business in the Union. | seq.; 


Minimum Wage, Hour Scale 


Set for British Repair Workers 


Special to Automotive News 

LONDON.—(UTPS).—An _ agree- 
ment has been signed between the 
Motor Agents’ Assn. of Great Brit- 
ain and the four trade unions rep- 
resenting workers now engaged in 
the vehicle repairing industry or 
who may be drafted into it. The 
unions concerned are the Amalga- 
mated Engineers’ Union, the Na- 
tional Union of Vehicle Builders, 
the National Union of General and 
Municipal Workers and the Trans- 
port and General Workers’ Union. 

There are 10 clauses in the agree- 
ment, the most important being 
those concerned with trade classi- 
fications and minimum wage rates. 
Four grades of labor are designated 
— skilled craftsmen; 
workers; other workers, and ap- 
prentices, boys and youths under 
21 years of age. 

Minimum wage rates are fixed for 
two zones at the following hourly 


London Prov- 


the agreement to one week’s holi- 
day between May 1 and Sept. 30, 
with pay at the normal weekly rate. 


The agreement, which will operate 
as from Oct. 2, has been entered 
into primarily to enable the Es- 
sential Works Order to be applied 
to the industry. The order imposes 
certain obligations on scheduled 
undertakings, one of which is that 
the terms and conditions of em- 
ployment must reach a standard 
recognized by the Ministry of Labor, 
which must be the subject of agree- 
ment between employers’ and em- 
ployes’ organizations. In any in- 
dustry to which the order applies, 


no employe may give up work or 


be discharged by the employer ex- 
cept under the approval of the rep- 
resentative of the Ministry of Labor. 


Prices 


(Continued from Page 1) 


dan $1475; 2-door sedan $1440; town 
sedan $1520; club coupe $1450; con- 
vertible coupe $1640; coupe $1385. 


DODGE—Deluxe—Four-door se- 


dan $998; 2-door sedan $958; club] 795 


coupe $995; coupe $895. Custom— 
Four-door sedan $1048; 2-door se- 
dan $1008; town sedan $1105; 7- 
pass. sedan $1395; limousine $1475; 
club coupe $1045; convertible coupe 
$1245. 

DESOTO—Deluxe—4-door sedan 
$1103; 2-door sedan $1075; town se- 
dan $1147; 7-pass. sedan $1455; club 
coupe $1092; 3-pass. coupe $1010. 
Custom—4-door sedan $1152; 2-door 
sedan $1142; town sedan $1196; 7- 
pass. sedan $1504; limousine $1580; 
club coupe $1142; convertible coupe 
$1317; 3-pass. coupe $1046. 


PLYMOUTH—Deluxe—4-door se- 
dan $889; 2-door sedan $850; utility 
sedan $842; club coupe $885; coupe 
$812. Special Deluxe—4-door sedan 
$935; 2-door sedan $895; town sedan 
$980; club coupe $928; convertible 
coupe $1078; 3-pass. coupe $855; 
station wagon $1145. 





Oldtimers Protest 


Further Slash in 


Car Production 


NEW YORK.—Protesting against 
reducing the output of automobile 
factories beyond the limits origin- 
ally set, a resolution was adopted 
unanimously by the Automobile 
Old Timers at their annual lunch- 
eon at the Hotel Roosevelt here 
Wednesday. The resolution set 
forth that any further reduction 
during the coming year would be 
uneconomical in that the men re- 
leased would not be able readily to 
find jobs in the defense program 
and that dealers and their em- 
ployes would suffer. 


The members pledged themselves 
to take the matter up with their 
representatives and others. 

Citations for their achievements 
in the automotive field were pre- 
sented to William K. Vanderbilt, 
Thomas A. Willard, Henry Cave, 
, avid C. Fenner and Ray M. Owen. 


~ 


/tory delivered prices, including fe¢ 
‘eral taxes (7 percent), standa 


South Africa, arrived here 





USED CARS—SERVICE 


1942 Price List. 


All prices shown below are far 











equipment, conditioning and ha 
dling charges. Distribution and d 
livery charges, state and local tax 
are extra. 


BUICK—Special 40A—Four-door sed. $1,17 
2-dr. sedanet, $1,134; bus, sedanet, $1,097; cp 
$1,076; conv. cpe., $1,361. Special 40B—Foy, 
door sed., $1,213; 2-dr. sedanet, $1,166; byy —— 
sedanet, $1,108; estate wagon, $1,561. Spee 
40B SE—Four-door sed. (super equip.), $1,29—) ——— 
2-dr. sedanet (super equip.), $1,224; Super § 

Four-door oe 0g 38 rm ys I) 
conv. cpe., . . entury our-door sed. 

$1,465; 2-dr, sedanet, $1,413. Roadmaster Chevrol 
Four-door sed., $1.601; 2-dr. sedanet, $1,528; com 

epe., $1,822. Limited 90—Four-door sed., $2.41; 
formal sed., $2.576; 4-dr. sed. (8 pass.), $2,62 
limousine, $2,734. 


CADILLAC—Sixty-One—Four-door sed., $1,64 
club cpe., $1,560. _62—Four-door sed, $1,754 
{-dr. sed. (deluxe), $1,836; club cpe., $1,667; cl 
epe. (deluxe), $1,754; conv. cpe., $2.020. 63 
Four-door sed., $1,882. Special—Four-do 


























CHEVROLET—Stylemaster—Sport sed., $90 
town sed., $865; cpe., $822; sport cpe., $854. Fleet 
master—Sport sed., $965; town sed., $922; 
$880; sport cpe., $912; cabriolet, $1,159. Fleetli 
sire: $991; Aerosedan, $949; station wagox 
1,175. 


* CHRYSLER—Royal—Four-iir. sed., $1,275; 2 
dr. brougham, $1,248; cpe., $1,166; club cpe., $1, 
264; town sed., $1,322; 4-dr. sed. (8 pass.), $1, 
660; lim. $1,740. Windsor—Four-dr. sed., $1, 
358; 2-dr. brougham, $1,320; cpe., $1,239; clul 
epe., $1,332; conv. cpe., $1,539; town sed., $1,407 
Town and Country—Station wagon (6 pass.), $1, 
712; T & C wagon (9 pass.), $1,832; 4-dr. sed. 
(139%-inch w. b.), $1,740; lim., $1,820. Sarat 
—Four-dr_ sed., $1,512; 2-dr. brougham, $1,476 
epe., $1,429; club cpe., $1,487; town sed., $1,562 
New Yorker—Four-cr. sed., $1,590; 2-dr. brough, 
am, $1,551; cpe., $1,491; club cpe., $1,562; con 
cpe., $1,765; town sed., $1,635. 


*DE ete n ae thao: .. aS o—_ 
2-dr. sed., $1,172; cpe., ,099; club cpe., $1, ; 
town sed., $1,250; 7-pass. sed., $1,585. Custom Ford V- 
Four-dr, sed., $1,255; 2-dr. brougham, $1,245; cpe. 
$1,141; club cpe., $1,245; conv cpe., $1,568; tom 
sed., $1,304; 7-pass. sed., $1,638; lim., $1,719. 


* DODGE—Deluxe—Four-dr. sed., $1,077; 2- 
sed., $1,032; cpe., $975; club cpe., $1,070. Cust 
—Four-dr. ar $1,127; 2-dr. wae $1,083 
club cpe., $1,122; conv. cpe., .338; town sed 
$1,187; 7-pass. sed. $1,510; lim., $1,590. Ford V- 
FORD—Special 6—Fordor, $899; tudor, $862 
epe., $826. Deluxe 6—Fordor, $926; tudor, $889 
epe, $852; sed. cpe., $915. Deluxe V8&—Fordor, 
$936; tudor, $899; cpe., $862; sed. cpe., 
Super Deluxe 6—Fordor, $973; tudor, $936; cpe, 
$899; sed. cpe., $962; conv. club cpe., $1,141; sta- 
tion wagon, $1,179. Super Deluxe V8—Fordor, 
$983; tudor, $947; cpe., $910; sed. cpe., $973 
conv. club cpe., $1,152; station wagon, $1,189. 


HUDSON—Traveler—Four-door sed., $973.50; 2 
dr. sed., $945; cpe., $893; club cpe., $965.50. De 
luxe 6—Four-door sed., $1,045.50; 2-dr. sed., $1; 
OlZ; cpe., $981; club cpe., $1,034.50; conv. cpe., 

2 Super 6—Four-door sed., $1,162; 2-dr 
1,132.50; cpe., $1,102.50; club cpe., $1, 
159.50; conv. cpe., $1,414; station wagon, $1,48 
Commodore 6—Four-door sed., $1,246.50; 2-dr 
sed., $1,216; cpe., $1,176.50; club cpe., $1,239.80 
conv. ecpe., $1,481.50. Commodore 8—Four-do 
sed., $1,291; 2-dr. sed., $1,252; cpe., $1,220; 
$1,282; conv. cpe., $1,533.50 Comm 
8—Four-door sed., $1,510; club 
0. 
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cpe., 
Custom 
$1,380.5 
LINCOLN—Lincoln-Zephyr—Four-door sed., $1; 

; epe., $1,743; club cpe., $1,795; conv. cps. 
$2,269. Lincoln-Zephyr Custom—Four-door sed, 
$1,895: cpe., $1,832; club cpe., $1,895. Lincols 
Continental—Cabriolet, $3,169; cpe. $3,169. Lis 
coln Custom—Sed., $3,111; lim., $3,243. 


MERCURY—Town sed., $1,126; sed., $1,089 
epe., $1,052; sed. epe., $1,116; club conv., $1,284 
station wagon, $1,332. 


NASH—Ambassador 600—Four-coor sed. (trunk 
$993; 4-dr. sedan FB, $968; 2-dr. sed., $948; cpe. 
$918; brougham, $958. Ambassador 6—Four-de 
sed. (trunk), $1,159; 4-dr. sed. FB, $1,134; } 
dr. sed. FB, $ 
$1,124. Ambassador 8—Four-door sed. (trunk) 
$1,209; 4-dr. sed. FB, $1,184; 2-dr. sed. FB, $1. 
164; cpe., $1,134; brougham, $1,174. 


OLDSMOBILE—Serles 66—Four-door sed., $1. 
O88: 2-dr. sed., $1,040; cpe., $992; club sed 
$1,050; club cpe., $1,035; conv. cpe., $1,277; to 
sed., $1,088; station wagon, $1,376. | Series 
Four-door sed., $1,130; 2-dr. sed., $1,083; cpe. 
$1,035; club sed., $1,099; club cpe., $1,077; cont 
epe., $1,319; town sed., $1,130; station wago 
$1,418. Series 76—Four-door sed., $1,153; 4-dt 
sed. (deluxe), $1,242; club sed.. $1,095; club. sed 
(deluxe), $1,185. Series 78—Four-door sed., $1 
196; 4-dr. sed. (deluxe), $1,286; club sed., $1,138 
club sed. (deluxe), $1,226. Series 98—Four-do 
sed., $1,376; club sed., $1,319; conv. cpe., $1,561. 


PACKARD—Special 6—Four-door sed., $1.2 
251; epe., $1,216. Custom 6—Four 
door sed., $1,341; club sed., $1,306; conv. cp 
$1,421. Special 8—Four-door sed., $1,341; clu! 
sed., $1,306; cpe., $1,271. Custom 8—Four-do 
sed., $1,396; club sed., $1,361; conv. cpe., $1,531 
Super 8 (160)—Four-door sed., $1,739; club sed 
$1,678; conv. cpe., $1,842; 4-dr. sed., $1,954: + 
dr. sed. (7 pass.), $2,103; lim., $2,231; bus. sed 
$1,949; bus. lim., $2,077. Custom Super 8 (180)- 
Four-door sed., $2,271; club sed., $2,169; Dart! 
conv. Victoria, $4,708; 4-dr. sed., $2,527; f 
sed., $3,126; Rollson A. W. cabriolet, $4,995; 4-d: 
sed., $2,614; lim., $2,742; LeBaron_sed., $5,681 
ietene lim., $5,937; Rollson A. W. town cH 
097. 
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Pontiac 
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* PLYMOUTH—Deluxe—Four-dr. sed., $972; * 
dr. sed., $928; cpe., $886; club cpe., $965. Spt 
cial Deluxe—Four-dr. sed., $995; 2-dr. sed., $953 
epe., $910; club cpe., $990; conv. cpe., 15 
town sed., $1,012; station wagon, $1,222. 
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PONTIAC—Torpedo 6--Four-door sea., $1.06) Studeba 
2-dr. sed., $1,015; cpe., $967; sed. cpe., $1,0% 
sport epe.. $1,009; conv. cpe., $1,251; metropoli 
tan sed., $1,062. ‘Torpede 8—Four-door sed., §! 
088; 2-dr. sed., $1,041; cpe., $993; sed. cpe., $1) mmm 
051; sport epe., $1,035; conv. cpe., $1,277; met Stu 
politan cpe., $1,088. Streamliner 6—Four-@ debal 
sed., $1,118; sedan cpe., $1,060. Streamliner & | —————— 
Four-door sed., $1,144; sed. cpe., $1,086. Stream 
liner nt ane oe god. gin go 
cpe., 112. reamliner eftain S—Four- 
sed., $1,196; sed. epe., $1,138 ae 
STUDEBAKER—Champion Custom —Cruisi” Ww. meer 
sed., $870; club sed., $840; cpe., $810; sport cpt illys-A 
$835. ome Deluxotyle—Crulsing sei. i 
club sed., ; cpe., 5; sport cpe., $870. 
mander Custom—Cruising sed., $1,128; Land Cruly ————— 
er, $1,163; sed. cpe., $1,108. Commander oes 
style—Cruising sed., $1,173; Land Cruiser, $12" ——— 
sed. cpe., $1,153. Commander Skyway—Crulsi a 
sed., $1,208; Land Cruiser, $1,243; sed. cpe., i 
188. President Custom—Cruising | sed... $1.28) 
Land Cruiser, $1,297; sed. epe., $1,242. Procite 
Deluxstyle—Cruising sed., $1,307; Land_ Crulst! 
$1,342; sed. cpe., $1,287. President SKYW&T *]agu. o¢ 
Cruising sed., $1,342; Land Cruiser, $1,377; 8 
epe., $1,322. Used 
WILLYS—Speedway—Coune, $753: 4-dr. is This 


$811. Deluxe—Coupe, $835; 4-d'. .5ed., 
Plainsman—Coupe, $887; 4-dr. sed, $915, 


* Handling charges are estimated for Chrysle’ 
DeSoto, Dodge and Plymouth. 
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Actual top and bottom prices on 1940, 1939, 1938 and AD VERTISED a a — Lag 





1937 used cars as advertised in local newspapers. 


* ® 7 
i ; ; i Pe Kansas City—Star; Minneapolis—Star-Journal; Denver 
DAN prices only used in this comparison. News U ol C 5 i r or 
pata used: Boston—Globe; New York—Times, Journal se ar e ing rices — Post; Los Angeles —Examiner; San Francisco 
aeneriaehs Philadelphia — Bulletin; Cleveland — Plain For Week Ending Oct. 5 Chronicle. 


(Copyright 1941—Automotive News) 
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By William Ullman 
Washington Correspondent 


ASHINGTON. — 
, Talk to the av- 
; erage man in 
; the street, and 
he will tell you 
that the labor 
@ situation is 
driving him bat- 
ty, too. Pursue 
the matter further and you will 
find that he has been reading 
about the latest mix-up involving 
the CIO, the AFL, the Ford Mo- 
tor Co. and, of course, the dear 
old National Labor Relations 
Board. The average man was 
rather pleased when Ford and the 
CIO got together, not because he 
was keen on the ClO—far from 
it, as a matter of fact—but rath- 
er because it looked as though it 
might be a means of producing a 
period of greater peace and 
quietude on the labor front. 


Now, he finds, his dream 
(and that of Ford, too) was 
only that and nothing more. 
Now there have to be more 
elections. Now there have to 
be more speeches, more meet- 
ings, more agitation. Precious 
time which should be devoted 
to thinking and working for 
national defense will go into 
other channels. No one ques- 
tions Ford’s good faith in mak- 
ing the agreement which this 
summer was thought to have 
marked such a milestone. It is 
all very confusing to the aver- 
age man in the street, who isn’t 
much concerned whether the 
NLRB is technically correct in 
supporting the AFL’s demands 
for the elections in the 14 Ford 
Michigan plants other than 
Rouge and Lincoln. 


He sees in it merely further 
evidence of the continuing un- 
settlement caused by internecine 
labor strife and by a governmen- 
tal policy that multiplies the 
difficulties of management in 
trying to keep the whole indus- 
trial structure on an even keel. 
It is situations such as this in 
which Ford finds itself—a situa- 
tion not of its making—which is 
slowly but surely bringing the 
average American to a realiza- 
tion that soon or late something 
will have to be done to protect 
business and the public. He is 





beginning to understand that his 
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For a Fresh Start 
STOP at a HOTEL 
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More than 5000 hotels on the continent and 
in nearby territories, representing the seventh 
largest industry, allied for service and progress. 
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Automotive Washington 


Nation’s Labor Situation Driving "Em Batty; 
Motor Industry Is Hardened 


HOTEL 


own best interests, and the wel- 
fare of the country, are placed in 
serious jeopardy by this inces- 
sant crossfire which, unchecked, 
can not fail to destroy all and 
everything within range. 

* * * 


Motor Industry 


Hardened 

FOR GOOD OR ILL, the 
automotive industry in all its 
branches is thoroughly resigned 
to its heavy burden (its dispro- 
portionately heavy burden) of 
the defense load, that is, to the 
continued chopping down of the 
volume of production for civil- 
ian needs. Talks with leaders and 
the rank and file in the several 
branches of the industry indi- 
cate clearly that nothing that 
happens in Washington from now 
on with respect to automotive 
production and distribution will 
cause much surprise. Latest pro- 
duction quota announcements, 
drastic curtailment of bright 
work, are in no sense unexpect- 
ed news to the industry. 

It is well that the industry is 
thus psychologically prepared, 
for the next 12 months are 
likely to witness mounting in- 
roads upon civilian production 
and increasingly drastic curtail- 
ments in materials for non-de- 
fense production. 

Speaking of the heavy defense 
load being carried by the auto- 
motive industry, those who have 
its best interests at heart empha- 
size the importance of a continu- 
ing campaign on the part of the * 
industry to tell that story to the 
public. The institutional adver- 
tising copy now being run by the 
various manufacturers is regard- 
ed as highly constructive from 
every standpoint and the feeling 
in authoritative quarters is that 
it should be continued for the 
duration of the emergency. 

* * * 


New Highway Bill 


Due Soon 
A NEW ROADS bill is in the 
making to take the place of the 
measure recently vetoed by Pres- 
ident Roosevelt. It is understood 
that the bill is much like the ear- 
lier one except that there is no 
special authorization for funds to 
correct critical deficiencies in the 
strategic highway network. 

The proposed bill, it is 
learned, would permit the use 
of previously authorized and 
unapportioned federal-aid 
funds, amounting to $287,530,- 
000, on the strategic network on 
the basis of 75 percent from the 
federal government and 25 per- 
cent of state money. On the 
basis of a 75-25 percent match- 
ing, this $287,530,000 now au- 
thorized would permit a con- 
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struction program of nearly 
$400,000,000 on the strategic sys- 
tem. In addition, the proposal 
under consideration would pro- 
vide $150,000,000 for access roads 
and $10,000,000 for airplane 
flight strips as authorized in 
the original bill. 


The bill now in process of evo- 
lution seeks to sidestep the Pres- 
ident’s objections to apportion- 
ment of funds for improving the 
strategic road network on the 
regular federal-aid basis. It is 
said, authoritatively, to contain 
legislative provisions which will 
greatly facilitate planning and 
carrying out the needed program 
of defense highway construction 
and improvement. 

ca * * 


Permanent License Tags 
Urged 


Back in the early days of mo- 
toring, “permanent” license tags 
were issued. It was some time 
before the states got around to 
an annual tag. Now Rep. John 
W. Gwynne, of Iowa, is urging 
adoption of a plan for using auto- 
mobile license plates for five 
years to conserve steel. The con- 
gressman, outlining his plan in 
that compendium of wisdom, the 
Congressional Record, estimates 
that it would save 550 tons of 
steel annually in Iowa alone and 
also would save the taxpayers 
$44,060 a year. Multiplied by 48 
states and the District of Colum- 
bia and the territories, that would 
make quite a substantial saving, 
all right. License plates under 
the Gwynne plan would be kept 
current by the use of a small 
gadget weighing 11-2 ounces, in- 
stead of the average weight of 
more than a pound for the usual 
tags. 

It also is suggested that the 
federal government make a 
public appeal to owners of dis- 
carded plates to deliver them 
to the nearest post office for 
mailing, at government ex- 
pense, to some central point in 
each state. It is known that 
federal authorities are consi- 
dering general plans for con- 
servation of steel through use 
of permanent plates. However, 
most steel for 1942 tags already 
has been ordered and, it is 
pointed out, any change in the 
method for licensing probably 
would not be feasible before 
1943, 

ca * * 


Farm Yields 
At Record High 


Farm wages are up shirply, 
the U. S. department of agricul- 
ture finds, because farmers are 
faced with a declining supply of 
workers and have been able to 
keep their hired men this fall 
only by the lure of more money. 
By October 1 agricultural wage 
rates had advanced to 165 per- 
cent of the 1910-14 average—5 
points over July 1, 1941; 36 points 
over a year ago; and were at the 
highest level since 1930. Though 
the supply of farm labor is at 
the lowest point in 23 years, ag- 
ricultural production has been 
stepped up to meet the demands 
of a defense-conscious nation. 


The department says that it 
is probable, yields per acre will 
exceed the record high yields 
obtained last year in many 
crops, and aggregate produc- 
tion is expected to come close 
to the high record set in 1937. 
Helping to maintain production 
despite the drop in the number 
of workers has been the in- 
creased use of machinery on 
farms and more intensive use 
of available workers. Farmers 
have been spurred to increase 
production by the higher prices 
offered for their products. 


* * * 

Priority to Aid 

Copper Output 
Because of the critical shortage 
of copper, made worse by ship- 
ping difficulties between’ the 


United States and South Amer- 
ica, OPM is granting priority as- 
sistance to Latin America copper 
mines which are producing large 
quantities of the metal so badly 
needed for defense purposes. This 
assistance will enable the mines 
covered to obtain necessary main- 
tenance materials and operating 
supplies more quickly, thus speed- 
ing up their production schedules. 
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Canada Orders 50% Down, 
Year to Pay on Car Sale 


(Continued from Page 1) 


ficials said this licensing clause 
would allow them to discipline per- 
sons and firms who do not live up 
to the new regulations by making 
it impossible for them to do busi- 
ness. 

2. Loans for business and farm- 
ing purposes and loans secured by 
real estate are exempt from the 
regulations, but small installment 
loans may not be made for a pe- 
riod of more than 12 months un- 
less the borrower certifies that the 
loan will not be used to purchase 
articles affected by the regulation, 
or to replace money already used 
for that purpose. 

3. The original credit period for 
installment purchase or loan may 
not be extended without an affi- 
davit or statutory declaration of 
“necessity.” 

4. No installment contract now 
in force for affected articles may 
be renewed, extended or altered 
except under terms of the board’s 
order. 

5. If affected articles are bought 
on a charge account and are not 
fully paid for within 10 days after 
the due date they become subject 
to the same terms as normal in- 
stallment sales. 

6. Every installment sales con- 
tract must be in writing and in- 
clude an itemized statement setting 
out the cash price, down payment, 
cash balance, interest, finance or 
credit charges, time balance and 
terms of payment. A copy of the 
contract must be furnished to the 
buyer within five days of delivery 
of the purchased article. 


7. Every installment loan con- 
tract must be in writing and show 
the terms of payment. 

8. Every person selling on the 
installment plan must—if the buyer 
asks for it—quote a cash price for 
any of the affected articles. 

9. All installment payments 
must be “approximately equal” and 
payable at equal intervals not ex- 
ceeding a month. 

10. No one may, by borrowing 
money from a bank or other loan 
corporation upon the security of a 
listed article purchased during the 
previous 45 days, obtain more 
credit, or credit for a long period 
of time than if he had originally 
bought the article under the in- 
stallment terms now prescribed. 


Announcement of the new re- 
strictions coincided roughly with 
the start of the autumn campaign 
for increased purchases by Cana- 
dians of war savings certificates. 

Previously, in moves aimed pri- 
marily at making more raw mate- 
rials and labor available to war in- 
dustry, the government through 
the munitions and supply depart- 
ment had ordered reduced produc- 
tion of automobiles and such heavy 
civilian goods as stoves, electric re- 
frigerators, washing machines and 
radios. The new order, by imposing 
stringent restrictions on civilian in- 
stallment buying, will indirectly 
have the same effect. 


Spokesmen for the prices board 
emphasized that the affected ar- 
ticles are all “consumer” goods and 
that “producer” goods are not af- 
fected. The list contains no farm 
implements and requirements of 
commercial fishermen are not af- 
fected either. 

“The board’s order provides that 








installment sellers must cles 
differentiate between the cash » 
credit price of articles affected 
the cash price must be less 
the credit price,’ the statem 
said. 

The statement said the pri 
of “allocation of payments” , 
given to a buyer under proving 
law unless there is a contract 
provision to the contrary, igs 
iterated in the installment order 

The order also makes it an 
fense for a _ lending instityt 
knowingly to purchase, discount 
make a loan on the security of 
installment contract for any of ¢ 
affected articles if that contract 
not in accordance with the te 
now prescribed. 


No person is permitted to 
any seller from whom he 
chases, or for whom he disco 
an installment contract for 
listed articles, or to credit the 
er with any sum in excess of 
cash price less the down payme 


“This provision outlaws the ti 
practice, known as the kick-b 
by which some finance compar 
were accustomed to compete 
the credit business of retailers 
ing on the installment plan,” { 
statement said. 


The affidavit or statutory ded 
ration of necessity which auth 
izes a seller or lender, in case 
urgent need, to extend if he so ¢ 
sires the credit period of an 
stallment contract must set fe 
the specified circumstances 
yond his control and not foresee 
by him at the time of making su 
contract or receiving such loa 
which have caused him to seek t 
extension. 


The applicant must affirm t 
the requested extension of t 
original period of credit was 
part of any preconceived 4 
ment. The credit term, in any ¢ 
may not be extended for more thy 
an additional 12 months. 


Montreal Dealer: 
Already Feeling 
New Credit Curl) 


MONTREAL. — Canada’s 
curb on installment buying whit 
took effect Oct. 14, has alreat 
shown some effect here, espe 
on the automobile trade, since 
tor cars are more severely 
with than other articles. 


Dealers noted an immediate 
in inquiries, but are hopeful 
this may mean potential custo 
are taking time to digest the 
regulations and that in a shortti 
they will decide to make any P 
chase they had been contemplati 

Some dealers express the Vi 
that as there will be a reduc 
in the number of cars available 
sale, there will be sufficient ¢ 
tomers to absorb them, and 
are cheerful over the fact that 
larger down payment will be 


Recently it has been usual to@ 
act a down payment of 35 perctly 
on new cars and 40 percent on use 


cars. Finance companies will © 


affected to the extent that th 
will be called on to supply 
money for the financing of cars 


IN THE CONVICTION that the proper display of merchandise is important, Wi 
that merchandise be tires or diamond rings, General Tire and Rubber Company has 

up at its factory in Akron a model store. Visiting distributors are shown this d 

in order that they may get ideas for their own places of business. Shown above 

L. A. McQueen, vice-president in charge of sales, and S. S. Poor, vice-presidem 

plaining the store planning system to Jim Gurley and Dave Lord, San Francis 

tributors. Left to right they are, Lord, McQueen, Poor and Gurley. 
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' (Continued from Page 1) 
Cley precaution when starting the mo-| purposes, are doing their bit in ex- 
ish gitor and which, it is claimed, elim-| panding and streamlining their ser- 











winates better than 85 percent of 
gearshifting operations. He found 
Jout, too, from his dealers, that there 
has been a general misunderstand- 
ling on the part of buyers regarding 
“the terms of the new installment 
purchase regulations on new cars. 
“Apparently the public had got the 
impression that their old cars could 
mot be traded in as part or all of 
‘the required one-third down pay- 
ent, which, of course, is not the 
case at all. 

“We know, and our dealers do 
also, that under the terms of Regu- 
‘lation W, this is permissible, but it 
is not until lately that the public 
has become educated,” said Pratt. 
“They apparently had become con- 
fused because in the case of house- 
hold appliances the allowances on 
trade-ins are deducted before the 
third-down applies. On my last trip 
through the East I found that the 
Sdaily papers are cooperating with 
‘Sthe automobile industry to remove 
this impression, publishing adver- 
tising on their own hook to remove 
this impression. As a result, buy- 
Hers now have a better understand- 
ing of Regulation W which is re- 
we flected in improved Sales.” 


PRATT told me that his dealers, 
realizing that they cannot build 
tanks or machine guns for defense 


¥AAA to Discuss 
Defense Role of 
Motor Vehicles 


WASHINGTON.—One of the ma- 
jor points for discussion at the 
forthcoming 39th annual conven- 
tion of the American Automobile 
Assn. at White Sulphur Springs 
(W. Va.) Nov. 12-15, will be “Full 
utilization of the private passenger 
jcar as a vital element in the 
nation’s defense structure,” accord- 
ing to an announcement last week. 
The meeting will tackle the variety 
of problems surrounding motor ve- 
hicle operation during the emer- 
gency as the result of priorities, 
‘shortages, price increases, higher 
) taxes and other factors. 

Pointing out that the AAA has 
m pledged unstinting cooperation 





hie with national defense efforts, Thos. 


eat P. Henry of Detroit, president, de- 

| clared that there is a definite re- 
_ sponsibility on the part of organ- 
ized motordom to prevent uncalled- 
for curtailment in passenger car 
operation throughout the duration 
of the emergency. 

“There is a disposition on the 
part of some officials,’ he said, “to 
refer to the private passenger car 
as a ‘pleasure vehicle.’ Nothing 
ing COuld be more misleading. Pleasure 
driving is an important, but defi- 
— secondary, use of automo- 
| biles.” 


Sales Tax Ruling 


Due in Colorado 


DENVER. — Strictly interstate 
' shipments of commodities pur- 
_ chased in Colorado will be exempt- 
_ed from the state two percent 
' sales tax under new regulations 
being drafted by the department 
of revenue. 
__A protest against payment of 
the tax on articles purchased in 
the state and shipped outside was 
made several weeks ago on the 
ground that it constituted double 
taxation and worked to drive much 
business out of the state. 
Farrington R. Carpenter, direc- 
tor of the State Department of 
Revenue, last week pondered the 
difficult question of whether the 
State should charge sales tax on 
automobiles purchased in_ this 
State and driven to another 
state. However, automobiles driv- 
en out of the state after purchase 
here use Colorado highways and 
may have to pay the tax. 


Plomb Expands 


LOS ANGELES—Plomb Tool Co. an- 
nounced last week the leasing of a 
large building adjacent to the com- 
Pany’s main office and factory here. It 
was also announced that Duane Brice 
as been appointed assistant treasurer 
of the company. 


‘terials used 


vice departments in preparation for 
one of the busiest car maintenance 
periods in the history of the busi- 
ness. 

“Anyone who has seen the cars 
of defense workers funneling into 
factories, furnishing transportation, 
which is all-important, will realize 
that if the dealers can keep the 
cars running they are helping the 
defense program almost as much 
as 
armament,” commented Pratt. 

Another of his observations was 
that the standards of used car re- 
conditioning are being stepped up 
by the dealers. 

“Never before have I seen bet- 
ter looking or more saleable mer- 
chandise on dealers’ used car lots,” 
he commented. “Which is the rea- 
son for the brisk business in used 
cars reported by dealers generally.” 


ARTHUR DIETZ made a speech 
on Regulation W in Boston recent- 
ly, dealing with the changes made 
in time payment regulations by the 
Federal Reserve Board, which was 
duly reported in the last issue of 
Automotive News. But the proof 
reader failed to catch the typo 
which recorded Dietz as president 
of the Commercial Investment 
TRUCK Corp., whereas it is a mat- 
ter of record that he is head of 
the Commercial Investment TRUST 
Corp. The sharp-eyed subscriber 
who caught the bull writes: 

“Please, Mr. Editor, at a time 
when the industry needs all the 
clarity it can get, will you point 
out that Arthur O. Dietz is presi- 
dent of no truck company at all, 
but rather, the able, forward-look- 
ing chief executive of Commercial 
Investment Trust Corp., better and 
more informally known to the trade 
as CIT.” 

I continue to use the proofreader 
as my alibi. That’s an editorial 
prerogative. 


Defense Program 
Gives Farmers 


Bright Outlook 


WASHINGTON.—The best out- 
look for farmers in many years 
was reported last week by the U.S. 
department of agriculture in its 
monthly roundup of the agri- 
cultural situation. Prices, income 
and purchasing power were re- 
ported at high levels. But costs of 
production — farm wages and ma- 
in production — also 
are rising. 

Continuing good consumer de- 
mand for farm products, increased 
government buying of food and 
government loans and other sup- 
ports to’ prices were cited in the 
farm outlook for 1942. Fall har- 
vests now being made assure 
dairymen, poultrymen,. hog grow- 
ers and cattlemen abundant feed 
for stock this winter. Feed and 
food granaries and warehouses 
were reported well stocked for 
winter needs in this country and 
for export of food to Britain. 

Department economists called at- 
tention to the “biggest food pro- 
duction program in our nation’s 
history,” and to national goals 
calling for high record production 
of milk, cheese, eggs, meats, vege- 
tables and other foods in 1942. 
They said that with good weather 
and the “all-out” cooperation of 
farmers in making needed adjust- 
ments for national defense, the 
1942 food production goals will be 
reached. 


New Car Prices Bound 


To Go Up, Doran Says 
CHARLOTTE, N. C.—Addressing 
the Lions Club here, Felix Doran 
of Detroit, vice-president of Gen- 
eral Motors, said that the price of 
cars is bound to go up, and that 
the 1942 models will be the last to 
appear until the present emergency 
is over. 

Doran said that the OPM or- 
der to cut automobile production 
in favor of defense orders would 
possibly throw hundreds of thou- 
sands of men out of work, and as 
a result the price of cars would 


go up. 





if they were manufacturing ; 





AN OLDSMOBILE “selling bee,” participated in by retail salesmen, was one of the highlights of dealers’ 
annual banquet. Zone office executives conducted the contest and 20 prizes were awarded . the Stanaes dhoae stare tees row, left 


to right: Tom Dennis, Grubb McKenzie, Inc., E. 
Frank Shubner, North East Motors, Inc.; Albert Hamlin, Tom Collins, Inc.; Middle row, left to right: A. 
manager; A. P. Wagner, district representative; Clarence Huebler, Harold Dietrich Co.; Gordon Severts, Cadillac, 
Jack Crakin, Rund Motor Sales; C. T. Berry, Cadillac, East Jefferson Branch; Henry Eiswirth, Kotcher Oldsmobile ; 
Grubb McKenzie, Inc.; James Berry, zone manager. Bottom row, left to right: Jack Stout, 
Newell, Griffith Oldsmobile; Frank Sennett, Griffith Oldsmobile; Robert Dooe, 
Co.; Hilton Watson, Harold Dietrich Co.; W 


Allocations for Cars 


H. Gignac, Cadillac, Cass & 


- R. Streeter, Griffith Oldsmobile. 


Henderson Expresses Hope 


For Assuring Civilian Output 


By Pete Wemhoff 
Managing Editor 
DETROIT.—Expressing hope for 
allocation of materials which would 
assure production of civilian goods 
allowed under output quotas, Leon 
Henderson last week told 1,500 per- 
sons at an Economic Club meet- 
ing here that the federal govern- 
ment is bending every effort to 
unscramble the “inequality of in- 

ventories” in steel, etc. 

Presidents and other officials of 
nearly every automobile and sup- 
plier company were present to 
hear Henderson, OPM’s director of 
automobile production and head of 
OPA (Office of Price Administra- 
tion). The luncheon was the largest 
attended of any similar affair in 
Detroit. 

“We expect to know soon,” Hen- 
derson said, “what is available 
after defense needs, of all critical 


out that the country’s production 
index is now 165, about 35 points 
above any previous rate in the na- 
tion’s history. “Yet,” he said, 
“America is giving only one hour 
out of every eight to defense out- 
put, while Hitler is using five hours 
out of every eight.” 

He warned that America must 
devote increasingly more produc- 
tion facilities to defense needs, and 
averred any output that interferes 
with defense “has two strikes on 
n” 

Discussing the present price con- 
trol bill in Congress, Henderson 
agreed that inflationary tendencies 
could not be halted by ceilings on 
prices alone; “we will probably 
need ceilings on wages also, but 
the two ceilings do not have to be 
the same.” 

The price administrator declared 
that the defense program is bring- 


materials for automobiles, wash- ing new job opportunities to mil- 
ing machines, refrigerations, hous-| lions of workers, that profits of 
ing, etc.” This would permit, he in-| 3,000 corporations will be up about 
60 percent this year over last year, 
and asserted reports that the pro- 


timated, the allocation of sufficient 
materials to civilian industries for 
the production of goods allowed 
under output quotas set by OPM. 

Henderson predicted that by the 
end of 1942 40 to 45 percent of the 
automotive industry’s capacity will 
be devoted to defense production. 
He ventured the opinion that at 
present the percentage is 12 to 14 
percent. 

Asserting that “America is on the 
march again,’ Henderson pointed 


Obituaries— 


H. F. McCormick Dies; 


Int’] Harvester Chairman 

BEVERLY HILLS, Calif.—Har- 
old F. McCormick, chairman of the 
board and former president of the 
International Harvester Co., died 
last week of a cerebral hemor- 
rhage at the age of 69. He was 
the son of Cyrus Hall McCormick, 
inventor of the reaper. 

He had been bedridden much of 
the time in recent years. At his 
bedside were his wife, Adah Wil- 
son McCormick, and his son, Fow- 
ler McCormick, president of the 
International Harvester Co. 


Thomas J. Litle 
SOUTH BEND.—Thomas J. Litle jr., 
director of engineering for Bendix 
Home Appliances, Inc., and a former 
president of Society of Automotive 
ngineers, died here last week of a 
heart ailment. 
* «es 
H. H. Follmer 
HARRISBURG, Pa.—(UTPS).—H. H. 
Follmer, president: of Susquehanna 
Motors, died on Oct. 13 after an illness 
of two weeks from a jaw infection. 
Follmer, who took over the Susque- 
hanna Motors in Harrisburg in 1939, 
was also manager of the H. H. Foll- 
mer Trucking Co. in Milton, Pa. 
ee es 


George Stowe 

NEW YORK.—George Stowe. 67, a 
former president of the Automobile 
Merchants Assn. of New York who had 
been associated with automobile mer- 
chandising for the last 37 years. died 
Oct. 6 at his Queens home. Surviving 
are his wife. and a niece. 


C. Edward Ochs 
FREMONT, O.—C. Edward Ochs, 60 
one of the first automobile dealers 
here, died Oct. 11, 


daughters survive. 


1, in Memorial hos- |: 
pital here. The widow, a son and two! 


York; W. C. McCallister, Cadillac, Cass & 


York; 
H. Green, asst. zone 
Cass & York; 
George Davis, 
West Jefferson Motor Sales; George 


Grubb McKenzie, Inc.; Nelson Coash, Harold Dietrich 


gram meant the collapse of capi- 
talism are “pure eyewash.” 

Henderson declined to comment 
on the possibility of federal control 
over prices of used cars and ser- 
vice operations, 


Fuel Problems 
To Be Discussed 
At SAE Meeting 


TULSA, Okla.—Fuel quality 
trends, diesel lubricating problems, 
oil filters, cooling methods and oil 
stability are among the topics 
slated for discussion by fuel and 
petroleum technologists at the na- 
tional fuels and lubricants meet- 
ing of the Society of Automotive 
Engineers to be held Oct. 23-24 at 
the Hotel Mayo, here. 

Addresses and papers will be 
presented by R. C. Alden, Phillips 
Petroleum Co.; Dr. Ulric B. Bray, 
consulting engineer; A. E. Smith 
and J. P. Stewart, Socony-Vacuum 
Oil Co.; W. G. Ainsley, H. D. Young 
and M. L. Hamilton, Sinclair En- 
gine Laboratory; H. F. Brinen, 
Young Radiator Co.; F. A, Suess, 
Bert H. Lincoln, H. C. Baldwin and 
W. A. Jones, Continental Oil Co.; 
H. L. He , Kendall Re- 
fining Co., and SAE President A. T. 
Colwell and General Manager John 
A. C. Warner. 
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NEW DODGE 


OW, the true value of the Triple-Profit franchise 
will be brought home to every Dodge-Plymouth 
dealer. For he can enjoy profits from three great sales 
sources— Dodge Cars, Plymouth Cars, and Dodge Job- 
Rated Trucks. And, by reason of these sales and his 
great “backlog”’ of loyal owners, he should also witness 
a gratifying profit increase from a fourth source— 
service on the three lines. 


Here are three sound lines that enjoy great prestige 
with a car-conscious public...three lines that blanket 
the field where better than 4 out of 5 sales are made. 
And back of these products are three separate adver- 
tising campaigns emphasizing the very factors that 
will influence motorcar buying this year. 


These selling programs for Dodge and Plymouth 
Cars and Dodge Job-Rated Trucks stress those superior 
built-in qualities that assure longer life and greater 
operating economies. They are in tune with the times. 
The hard-hitting merchandising and adver- 
tising behind the Triple-Profit Dealership are, 
we believe, the soundest profit protection any 
dealer, in any community, can have today. 
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